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Your vision Is real. 
Spacious. Bright. Precise. Creative. 


Discover what is waiting for you: 

The most generous sewing space — perfectly illuminated, with 
the longest free arm and the largest embroidery area of all 
time. The brilliant Pfaff HD Screen with a 3D view of designs, 
shapes and colors. The original Pfaff IDT™, even feed from 
the top and bottom. A huge selection of high quality 9 mm 
stitches. Precise Positioning — the easiest, most accurate 
means of connecting sections of large embroidery creations. 
Visit your authorized Pfaft dealer to experience all of the 
exciting features of the Pfaff creative vision. 


Now Available 
36 Months 


No Interest Financing! 


See store for details. 
At participating dealers. 


Homed@Source 


Experience creative vision™ live! 
www.ptatfusa.com 


Learn even more about the Pfaff creative vision 
features and accessories online. 
Call 1-800-99-PFAFF or visit pfaftusa.com 
to locate an Authorized Pfaff dealer, the only 
place you will find the Pfaff creative vision. 
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©2007 VSM Sewing Inc. PFAFF® is a registered trademark of VSM Group AB or its licensors. creative vision™ is a trademark of VSMGroup AB or its licensors. All rights reserved. 
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Support Your Local Dealer, 
eta Online at: 
_ www.sewingandcraftclub. com 
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CLAUDETTE GRANT (“The Best-Fitting Pants— 


Ever”) started sewing at age nine and has mastered 
the commercial pattern, but she prefers her Jamaican 
way of creating the pattern herself. A professional 
patternmaker/designer, she loves patternmaking as 
well as teaching sloper drafting, fitting, and pattern- 
making in her seminars and workshops. She’s currently 
designing a line of patterns specifically for the true pe- 
tite (women 5’4” and under). She’ll produce a personal- 
ized pattern from your measurements, so you can en- 
joy sewing it with the knowledge that it will fit. To find 
out more, visit CGScouture.com. 


CAROL AHLES (“Let Your Feet Guide the Way”) 
teaches sewing classes worldwide, and although she 
strives for perfection in her own sewing, she doesn't 
let her students worry about technique. Instead, she 
encourages them to make samples to refer back to and 
perfect later. Her interest in presser feet stems from her 
teaching, where she has seen firsthand that the right 
tools can make a project easier for the sewer. As a dis- 
tributor of Victorian-style heirlooms, Carol is also inter- 
ested in vintage sewing and techniques. She is proud to 
have just completed a Victorian christening outfit for her 
new grandson. 


MARY TRAVIS (“Hit Your Mark with Darts”), of 
State Line, Mississippi, is fascinated with geometry, es- 
pecially angles. Her interest in darts originated in child- 
hood when she tried to sew clothing for her troll doll. Af- 
ter cutting out troll-sized armholes, she grew frustrated 
because the fabric would stick out at odd angles. With a 
few well-placed tucks and folds, she could form-fit the 
fabric to the doll’s body. Right now, Mary is using her dart 
design to sew a two-piece wedding dress. 


ROSEBUD (“Ffundamentals: Easy Lapped Zipper”), 
known in the sewing industry by her first name only, 
is an author, pattern designer, and certified Islander 
Sewing Systems instructor whose life, work, wardrobe, 
and recreation revolve around sewing. Her interests in 
everything zipper began while working at a ready-to- 
wear factory. She disliked the way the zippers looked 
and worked until she perfected the construction. 
Always prepared for inspiration to strike, Rosebud 
must have a sewing machine at hand. Currently, she 
is working on a book about designing blouse and 
Western-shirt patterns for Islander Sewing Systems 
(IslanderSewing.com). 


threads 


EDITOR Amber Eden 
ART DIRECTOR Rosann Berry 
SENIOR EDITOR, SPECIAL PROJECTS Jennifer Sauer 
SENIOR TECHNICAL EDITOR Judith Neukam 
ASSOCIATE EDITOR Deana Tierney 

COPY/PRODUCTION EDITOR Suma Kavirajan 

ASSOCIATE ART DIRECTOR David Rohm 

ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT April Mohr 


CONTRIBUTING EDITORS 
Fred Bloebaum, Louise Cutting, Susan Khalje, 
Anna Mazur, Mary Ray 


CONTRIBUTING EDITORIAL ASSISTANT 
Jaime Willie 


INTERNS 


Amanda Kushner, Katharina Riehle 


PUBLISHER 
Elizabeth Agren 


VICE PRESIDENT, CIRCULATION 
Dennis O’Brien 


MARKETING MANAGER 
Jessica Milberg 


SENIOR SINGLE COPY SALES MANAGER 
Jay Annis 


ADVERTISING SALES MANAGER 
Angelyn Termini 


ASSOCIATE ADVERTISING SALES MANAGER 
Tracey Lenahan 


SENIOR AD SALES SUPPORT ASSOCIATE 
Marjorie Brown 


Threads: (ISSN: 0882-7370) is published bimonthly 


by The Taunton Press, Inc., Newtown, CT 06470-5506. 
Telephone 203-426-8171. Periodicals postage paid at 
Newtown, CT 06470 and at additional mailing offices. 
GST paid registration #123210981. 


Subscription Rates: U.S. and Canada: $32.95 for 
one year, $54.95 for two years, $78.95 for three years 
(GST included, payable in U.S. funds); outside the U.S. 
and Canada: $38.95 for one year, $66.95 for two years, 
$96.95 for three years (payable in U.S. funds). Single 
copy, $6.99 in the U.S., and $8.99 in Canada. 


Postmaster: Send address changes to Threads, 
The Taunton Press, Inc., 63 S. Main St., PO Box 5506, 
Newtown, CT 06470-5506. 


Canada Post: Return undeliverable Canadian 
addresses to Threads, c/o Worldwide Mailers, Inc., 2835 
Kew Drive, Windsor, ON N8T 3B7, or email to mnfa@ 
taunton.com 


Printed inthe USA 


HOW TO CONTACT US: 


Threads 
The Taunton Press, 63 S. Main St., PO Box 5506, 
Newtown, CT 06470-5506 203-426-8171 


www.threadsmagazine.com 


Editorial: 
To contribute an article, give a tip, or ask a question, 
contact Threads at the address above or: 


Call: 800-309-9262 
Fax: 203-270-6753 
Email: th@taunton.com 


Customer Service: 


For subscription inquiries, you can: 


e Click on the Customer Service link at: 


www.threadsmagazine.com 


e Email us: 


support@customerservice.taunton.com 
e Call our customer support center: 


To report an address change, inquire about an 
order, or solve a problem, call: 

800-477-8727 
To subscribe, purchase back issues, books, or 
videos, or give a gift, call: 

800-888-8286 


Advertising: 

To find out about advertising: 
Call: 800-309-0383 
Email: thads@taunton.com 

To find out about ad production: 
Call: 866-505-4687 


Retail: 
If you'd like to carry Threads in your store, call the 
Taunton Trade Company at: 

866-505-4674 


Mailing List: 

Occasionally we make our subscribers’ names and 
addresses available to responsible companies whose 
products or services we feel may be of some 

interest to you. Most of our subscribers find this to 
be a helpful way to learn about useful resources 

and services. If you don’t want us to share your 
name with other companies, please contact our 
Customer Service Department at: 800-477-8727 


The Taunton Guarantee: 

If at any time you're not completely satisfied with 
Threads, you can cancel your subscription and receive 
a full and immediate refund of the entire subscription 
price. No questions asked. 


Copyright 2007 by The Taunton Press, Inc. No reproduction 


without permission of The Taunton Press, Inc. 


`A Downloadable Patterns 
& “How-To” eBooks 


Cif nee Ss OLTEN 


Handbags 4 WWW, lanetzliving.net 


Cuper 


A 7 s 
Partena Over 7000 vintage retro sewing patterns 


Pherae Deug 
CRAFTS gach . 95% priced $6 and below 


who i Use coupon code 
| 
t THREADS 
Mabe Tete ' i j 
DONE CAD ; 
a a | | for 10% Discount 
Tieniry ; 


www. a Se keThis.com Free shipping with purchase of 3 or more 


READER SERVICE NO. 76 READER SERVICE NO. 116 


oe bringing history back to life wwe grannd. COM 





Books & Cards - Buckles, Buttons & Clasps - Boning, Busks & Hoop Steel 
Coutil, Cording & Reeds - Eyelets, Grommets & Other Findings - Kits 
Millinery Supplies- Historic Costume Patterns - Preservation Supplies 


Replica Jewelry & Gifts - Sewing Notions - Tools - Upholstery Supplies 





Wholesale and Retail 
EMAIL: info@grannd.com PHONE: 1-732-390-0506 FAX: 732-390-1694 


READER SERVICE NO. 71 


Give a Creative Cuts’ 
Gift Basket! 


Havel’s Famous 
Scissors 
& Tools 


o Ulti-Mate’ Double 
Curved Scissors 


o Snip-Eze* 
o Double Curved 


Embroidery 
Scissors 


e Seam Ripper 
o Buttonhole Cutter 


Only 


$39.95 


plus shipping 


Money-Back 
Guarantee 


Order Today 1-800-638-4770 


ALE EST 


READER SERVICE NO. 107 
DECEMBER 2007/JANUARY 2008 











7 


LETTERS 





8 


Amber Eden 
Editor 
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Send your letters to: 

Threads Letters 

PO Box 5506 

Newtown, CT 06470-5506 

or via email 
ThreadsLetters@taunton.com 


THREADS 


EDITOR’S NOTE 


Get the Fit 


If lm going to put time, money and effort into sew- 
ing a garment, | want it to fit, right? That’s why | love, 
love, love this issue. From “Hit Your Mark with Darts” 
by Mary Travis (just in time for the holidays!), to 
Georgene Shelton’s “Click &Fit,” to “The Best-Fitting 
Pants—Ever” by Claudette Grant, we offer a treasure 
trove of great fitting information. And from what | 
hear from you, fit is a hot topic for you, too. 

I’ve been spending lots of time reading your letters 
and your posts at Gatherings, our discussion board at 
ThreadsMagazine.com. Although we love the emails 
and snail mails, | also encourage you to visit me any- 
time on Gatherings, under the “Feedback on Threads/ 
Talk to Amber” category. Notifications to this discus- 
sion come directly to my email, so you can be sure 
of my response. Lately, you've been telling me we’ve 
been doing a pretty good job, but | am always looking 
for more suggestions. Stop by, and chat for a while. 

Many of you have asked for more information on 
machine embroidery. Take a look at our new “Embroi- 
dery Essentials” department and machine-embroidery 
foldout for inspiration. And for more on embellish- 
ments of all types, check out Sew Stylish: Embellish- 
ments on newsstands in December, or order direct at 
ThreadsMagazine.com. 

—Amber Eden, Editor, Threads 


READER LETTERS 
I love those old-fashioned patterns that 
you showed in this issue. I have a few 
much loved ones from my mother. I also 
have my mother’s dress from the 1920s to 
30s that is the most comfy thing that I can 
wear. It hangs straight from the shoulders 
and is snazzy enough to wear once a year 
to a ladies club party. I also have Mom's 
evening gown—heavy jersey, I think—cut 
on the bias and cream colored with giant, 
soft flowers. It also is comfortable to wear, 
and my granddaughter has her eye on it 
for when I can finally say good bye to it. 
Violet Stribling, Merced, California 
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Machine NeedlePack” 
This compact caddy 
for sewing machine 
needles stores up to 
|2 needle cases. 
Convenient sorting 
grid identifies all 
your used needles 
by type and size. 
Handy large-ball 
pin marks which 
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Perfect for sew- 
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CE NeedlePack 


Also try Colonial NeedleHolster’, tt mm ere 

a little self-adhesive rack to hold your 
needle package right at eye level on 
the front of your machine for quick 
draw and easy change of needles. 
Soft marker for needle-in-use and 
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many ideas. 


Big or small, contemporary or traditional, 
you’re sure to find several stylish window 
projects that fit you and your budget, 
among the 500 ideas in this guide. 
pb, 192 p., 500 color illus. 
#Z1376 ¢ $22.99 








Uncover the mystery and diminish the fear 
of working with silk, and learn to transform 
this delicate fabric into a top choice material 
for all kinds of projects and techniques. 
bb; 128 \p., 200 Color photos 
#Z0974 © $24.99 
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Use your sewing machine, computer, and 
creativity to design stunning custom fabric 
art through thread painting. Identify various 
threads, tension and bobbins to use, while 
you create 15+ projects including totes, 
pillows and artwork for your home. 
Pb, 128 p., 200+ color photos 
#Z0379 ¢ $24.99 
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LETTERS 


continued 


Last year, I wistfully said “goodbye” to 
Threads magazine, as I felt that it no 
longer had anything that I hadn't already 
seen. I regretted losing my favorite maga- 
zine but understood the need for change. 
We all benefit from a makeover at times, 
and new sewers need to be brought into 
the fold to keep the art and craft of 
sewing alive. 

I’ve missed those beautiful back 
covers, though. With details seen close 
enough to sink your eyes into, they were 
worth looking at just for the visual plea- 
sure, but they also provided inspiration 
and proof of what an art form sewing 
can be when it’s taken to a higher level. 
I'm glad to see they're back (especially 
without bringing in commercial tie-ins). 
The vintage jacket on the back cover of 
issue no. 132 is a treat to see—such an in- 
teresting and unique design that it looks 
positively futuristic. 

I enjoyed the content of this issue as 
well. With this selection of articles, it 
seems as if youre reaching out to the 
experienced sewer again while providing 
something for the newest sewers. I look 
forward to the next issue. 

Sharyn Flanagan, 
Cornwall on Hudson, New York 


Thank you for the August/September 
issue. It is the most inspiring issue of 
Threads that I have seen lately. Your 
“Timeless Details” article as well as 
“Ready for My Close-Up, and “A Nod 
to the Past” remind me of the best of 
Threads from the past. 

As along-time reader of Threads (my 
first issue was no. 27, way back in 1990) 
and as a seamstress/costume maker for 
the last 40-plus years, I have always ap- 
preciated your magazine because of 
the articles that help me fine-tune my 
garment/costume-making and machine 
embroidery. I have saved every issue and 
have marked the most useful articles 
with Post-Its for later reference. Some 
of those marked pages are getting 
quite dog-eared! 


10 THREADS 


The other thing that I would like to 
compliment you on is the balance that 
this particular issue achieved. Many of 
your articles lately have been directed 
to people new to sewing; however, for 
those of us who are very experienced 
seamstresses, we may not need all those 
basics and would rather be inspired. 
Again, thank you for achieving that with 
this issue! 

Becky Winslow, via email 


I just picked up my latest Threads in 
the mail and wanted to say that your 
magazine just seems to keep getting 
better. The photography is excellent, and 
the quality is topnotch. Every page has 
good information and is attractive to 
the reader. Your “Master Class” articles 
are excellent. This month, I particularly 
enjoyed reading “Great Style At Any Age, 
and after reading the intro to “One Tee 
for Many Figures, I ordered Marcy Tilton’s 
CD. One of the ladies in the apparel- 
design class I am taking tries to use 
natural and “green” products as much as 
possible in all aspects of her life so I men- 
tioned your article on bamboo to her. 
Annette Young, 
Cypress River, Manitoba, Canada 


I received issue of Threads in the mail 
on a Thursday and enjoyed the maga- 
zine as usual. I’m still rereading it. I 
happened to go to a local bookstore 
on Sunday and noticed that they had 
the previous issue still on the shelf for 
sale. Well, I really felt special because 
I received the current issue before it 
hit the newsstands or bookstores—the 
perks of subscribing to a great maga- 
zine. Thanks for keeping me on top of 
what's happening in sewing. 

Mabel Jacobs, via email 


I have been a subscriber since the very 
beginning of your magazine. But I have 
been contemplating dropping my sub- 
scription, as Threads had become more 
and more beginner oriented, and thus, 


boring to many of us advanced sewers; 
however, issue no. 133 has redeemed you. 
It is just great, and the type of articles is 
excellent. Please keep up the good work. 
Carol Langdon 
West Linn, Oregon 


I commend you for the series on draping 
by Kathleen Cheetham over the last few 
issues. The articles are clearly presented, 
and the material is well illustrated. I have 
found this information quite helpful, 
especially in the straightforward way 
they are presented. I have read a few 
technical books regarding this subject 
and have found them to be confusing. 
These articles have made draping less of 
a mystery and are definitely helpful tools. 
Kathleen Cheetham has done a wonder- 
ful job. I hope there will be more articles 
along the same lines. 

Marie Roche, via email 


I decided to try to make a pair of shorts, 
as I have a hard time finding the right 
fit in the store. I remembered that there 
were several articles about fitting pants 
in Threads, so looked back and found an 
article by Joyce Murphy in the January 
2006 issue. She recommended sewing the 
pants right from the pattern with trial 
fabric and then adjusting. So off I went 
to do just that when I realized I picked 
a pattern with a fly front (not knowing 
this was something different than Id 
done before). I read and reread my pat- 
tern and the big sewing book I have and 
just couldn't get it. Then I turned to the 
Internet, typed in “fly-front zipper video, 
and your great video popped right up! I 
was able to view this several times and 
then actually put the zipper together 
step-by-step. It looks very good for a first 
try. Thank you so much. 
Louise Mann, 
Plymouth, Wisconsin 


I just received the new issue, and I see 
that you had a lot of letters praising the 
last “vintage/retro” issue. I, too, thought 


it was one of the best issues ever. I know 
that there is a lot of interest in vintage 
patterns and have looked at blogs 
dedicated to retro sewing. I have a sug- 
gestion for you: How about coming out 
with a new magazine dedicated to vin- 
tage sewing? It could be quarterly with 
an emphasis on how things were sewn 
back in the ’20s, ’30s, ‘40s and ’50s. 

Suzi Bloemker, via email 


The last two issues of Threads (August/ 
September and October/November ’07) 
are outstanding! It’s back to being the 
creative and inspirational sewing 
magazine it was. 

Val Ardis, via email 


I have been a subscriber almost from 
the inception of Threads but had let 
my subscription lapse because I was 
unhappy with the trend toward basic 
sewing techniques and away from cou- 
ture sewing. Your last two issues have 
convinced me to renew. Thank you for 
returning to your former high standards 
of design and clear instruction draw- 
ings. Please do not lose sight of the 
original mission of Threads. 

Jonelle Lawrence, via email 


Thank you for the wonderful publica- 
tion! It makes a novice like myself feel as 
if I, too, can do anything with a needle 
and thread! Has Threads ever featured 
the rooms of this masterful and creative 
genius—the sewing room? I would love 
to see something like that. 

Polly, via email 


I am really disappointed in one sec- 

tion on your website called “Reader's 

Closet.’ You have had the same garment 

displayed for several months! I’ve gone 

to that page regularly to get inspired by 

what other sewers are creating, but I see 

the same pink jacket over and over again. 

You MUST be getting submissions—so 

why not put them up for others to see? 
Judy Persson, via email 


www.threadsmagazine.com 


Editors Note: “Reader's Closet” is a 
department that appears in Threads 
magazine—not on our website. The link 
that you found on our website is to give 
readers instructions on how to submit 
their garments to “Reader's Closet” in the 
magazine. I’m sorry if this Web site entry 
confused you. 


A note from one of our Inspired by 
Threads finalists prior to winning the 
Editors Choice award: 


I am very pleased to have been selected 
as a finalist. It’s a real compliment. I just 
completed teaching a class on Design- 
ing Wearable Art at the ASG Confer- 
ence. During the class, I highlighted the 
Threads Challenge as the only one I knew 
of that really focused on all the details 
of good design. You look beyond the 
surface embellishment. You expect the 
embellishment to be integrated with the 
garment’s style. You appreciate innova- 
tive, well-constructed details. A garment 
does not have to be over the top with 
embellishment to catch your attention. 
In short, good taste prevails. I wanted to 
let you know how much I appreciate the 
Threads aesthetic and how important I 
think it is for Threads to continue run- 
ning this Challenge. I wish there were 
more like it! 

Eve Kovacs, via email 


Recently, I bought your September 2007 
issue, as I collect vintage patterns. Some- 
times, I even make up the garment for 
myself and then bask in the ensuing com- 
pliments! After I read “Patterns of a life- 
time, I remembered attending a garage 
sale at which I noticed a box of sewing 
patterns sitting amongst the bric-a-brac. 
They started with some late 1940s, early 
50s petite practical “office girl” dresses, 
followed by some slightly more glamor- 
ous slips and dresses, ranging between 
32- to 34-inch bust sizes. Then came 

the beautiful wedding dress (38-inch 
bust), late ‘50s maternity wear and men's 


pants and shirt patterns, a christening 
gown, early 1960s children’s wear and 
some larger-sized (42- to 44-inch bust) 
slips. Sadly, she seemed to have stopped 
sewing around the mid-’60s. I took a 
moment to contemplate someone whose 
life events were marked with sewing pat- 
terns contained in one box. I ended up 
buying the wedding dress, a slip, and the 
groovy mens skinny pants patterns, but 
later I wondered: “Should I have bought 
the whole box?” 


Ilona, via email 


I loved Mary Ray’s article about the 
aprons, but it would be so much more 
helpful and complete if you mentioned 
which fabrics your samples are made of. 
Kate, via email 


Note from Mary Ray: The green print is 

a Japanese cotton (I couldnt find the 
specific manufacturer) that I purchased 
from Waechter's Silk Shop in Asheville, 
North Carolina. The checked trim is a 
cotton ikat (I'm not sure if it’s from In- 
donesia or Guatemala) that I purchased 
from The Quilt Shop in Boone, North 
Carolina. The floral print in the apron 

in the lower right corner is a Valerie 
Wells design for Free Spirit fabrics and 
the chicken print is a Free Spirit fab- 

ric as well. I bought the chicken print 

at Waechter's, I’m not sure about the 
floral, but Free Spirit fabrics are avail- 
able at quilt shops and other specialty 
fabric stores. The blue-and-green striped 
fabric is a home dec fabric from ‘The 

Silk Trading Co. in Atlanta, Georgia (I 
believe it’s a linen/cotton blend). And 
the red-and-green floral is a Kaffe Fassett 
design fabric from Westminster Fabrics: 
it’s also available at quilt shops and other 
specialty fabric stores. 


Correction: In issue no. 133, p. 78: the 


diagram of the shawl shows 72x72 
inches, It should be 72x27 inches. 
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Measuring Tape made coo! 


likes to flaunt her craft. 
(Wallet, $35; large coin purse, 
$20; canvas totes, $30; 
ErinOriginals.com) 


ho knew that mea- 
suring tape could be 
so much more? In 
styles that feature multicol- 
ored measuring tapes, these 
Erin Originals wallets, coin 
purses, and tote bags are great P 
for the sewing fashionista who gh. p'a a" 8 i A bol Iji pA Ag ja M : 
Eal ale i a ig 





More multicolored threads 


ulky introduces 42 new colors to its line 

of Blendables thread. The collection features 
multicolored thread that changes color every 
2% to 5 inches, making it easy to find just the combination you 
need for your decorative sewing projects. Colors range from tonal 
combinations such as Butterscotch, as shown at near right, to 
contrasting ones such as Butter & Sky, as shown at far right. Made 
of 100-percent Egyptian cotton, they're available in 12-weight 
(heavy) and 30-weight (lighter) spools. ($5.29 each; Sulky.com) 
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Qur Hottest New Product : 
Has J ust Gotten Better! 
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Visit Your Horn Of America Dealer For Great Holiday Prices! 








For MORE INFORMATION ON THE COMPLETE LINE OF HORN 






Or AMERICA SEWING FURNITURE, PLEASE Contact Us AT: M | ee aS F IDIP IELAI 

a i Cy LLECTION 
Horn OF America, Inc. V P.O. Box 608, SUTTON, uar À O a a 
26601 V 1-800-882-8845 V www.hornofamerica.com £ | Horn — Simply the Best 
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fyou love to bead, almost any kind of beading 


youlllove thisnew thread you like. The needles 


wide-eyed needle are strong yet flexible and 


from Fire Mountain have dual endpoints to allow 
Gems and Beads. The 


needle features an 


bidirectional beading. They're 
available in 21⁄4- to 5-inch lengths. 
A magnetic version is also avail- 
able in 234- and 4-inch lengths. 
($2.08 to $3.35 for a 6-pack; 
FireMountainGems.com) 





Assorted Sizes 
6 pack 


eye that runs down 
es the entire length of 
the needle to make it 





super-easy to thread 
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re you tired of fumbling 

through your stacks of 

Threads magazines to find 
a specific article? Well, the editors 
at Threads understand—and 
have experienced—your plight. 
So weve hand-picked 50 of 
Threads best technique articles 
and sewing tips and loaded 
them onto one DVD: The Best of 
Threads, Volume 1. You can pop 
the DVD into your computer, 
search by keyword or topic, and 
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find the article you are looking 
for in just seconds. Weve even 
included 23 of our most popular 
articles that are no longer avail- 
able in print! As a bonus, weve 
added 25 helpful video clips that 
you can also view on your com- 
puter. Horn of America, maker of 
sewing cabinets and craft tables, 
provided support for The Best 

of Threads. The DVD will be avail- 
able in early December. ($49.95; 
ThreadsMagazine.com/BestofDVD) 
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“You can have anything you 
want in life if you dress for it” 


ie i1 Quick ch mi uty 
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Photos: (p. 16, top left) courtesy of Mary Ellen’s; all others, Sloan Howard 
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Embroidery Only! 
Three Monogram Fonts 

» 100 Embroidery Designs 
Built-In Needie-Threader 
Fast USB flash drive or 
ATA Card Design transier 
Automatic Thread Trimmer 
UpperLower Thread Senors 

















Large Embroidery Area 
a, AA ` W 3 Se 3 That’s because new MasterWorks II allows you to digitize a 
ei N Ra ic PF i new design, or modify an existing one — without opening 


ears ae with the NEW 8300 
WS 
and closing multiple windows. 


Remember how clumsy digitizing software used to be: 
Import artwork. Digitize. Save. Close. Open new window. 
And on and on. 


But with new MasterWorks II, you can do all this easily plus 
select a fill stitch, add pre-programmed shapes, combine text 
and artwork, preview stitching sequence and more, without 
ever changing screens. That’s because all of your toolbars and 
palettes are right there on the same page. 





Sewing & Embroidery 


New MasterWorks II works with many brands of machine, and 


59 Embroidery Designs fi accommodates ai, jpeg, eps, bmp, and more. Order a free 

2 & 3 Letter Monograms ; ro trial at designersgallerysoftware.com. Better yet, see how easy 

3 Monogram Fonts _— . ET | digitizing can be at a Baby Lock retailer near you. 

Unlimited Memory Capacity ‘ Co 

Color LCD Touchscreen are} 

Large Embroidery Area | | 

Instant conversion from _— 7 | a {D Designer’ 5 Galler ery 
- VASTE] Works II ee DesignersGallerySoftware.com 


Call 800-422-2952 for a retailer near you. 


plore possibilities with the Award Winning 860 





Aaah oe n 


DENTZ: 





And ask If you-can open It early! 


CUSTOMIZE 


To ne a dealer near you, call 1-800-348-ELNA 
or visit our web site att weewtelnausa.com 
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TO LEARN MORE ABOUT THESE 
AMAZING FABRICS, READ: 

The Book of Beads: A Practical and 
Inspirational Guide to Beads and 


SOURCES 

Embellished chiffons, such as 
those featured on p. 62, 

can be found at: 


Metro Textile Corp. Jewelry Making by Janet Coles 
265 West 37th Street and Robert Budwig (Simon & 
New York, NY 10018 Schuster, 1990) 


(212) 209-0004 The Complete Guide to Vintage 


SOURCES 





On the Web: Textiles by Elizabeth Kurella 
AppleAnnieFabrics.com (Krause Publications, 1999) 
peeescom Embroidery with Beads by Angela 
EmmaOneSock.com : cade 
Thompson (Lacis Publications, 1992) 
HabermanFabrics.com 
Fa LaceStar.com The History of Beads: From 30,000 
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ary Ellen's Best Press is a nonaerosol, clear 


B.C. to the Present by Lois Sherr 
Dubin (Harry N. Abrams, 2004) 


ManhattanFabrics.com 
NYElegantFabrics.com 


RosenAndChadickFabrics.com 


spray starch that removes wrinkles and Designer Bead Embroidery: 150 


SawyerBrook.com 


coats your fabric in a soil-resistant barrier Patterns and Complete Techniques 


without leaving any residue. It’s also environmen- by Kenneth D. King (Creative 


tally friendly and leaves behind a light, refreshing 


Publishing International, 2006) 


scent. Available in Citrus Grove, Caribbean Beach, 
and Lavender Fields scents. ($6.95 for a 16.9-ounce 
bottle; MaryEllenProducts.com) 





DQOOKTE OM 


An old patternmaking primer made new again 


Originally titled Make Your Own 
Patterns (Doubleday & Com- 
pany, 1985), Dover has recently 
published Make Your Own Dress 
Patterns (Dover, 2006) by ac- 
claimed sewing expert Adele 

P. Margolis. Adele is the author 
of eight sewing how-to books 
(written between 1959 and 
1987). This one is a wonderful 
primer on how to create your 
own patterns. Adele presents 
her instructions in a clear and 
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simple manner with an encour- 
aging and friendly tone. And the 
information is just as relevant 
today as it was when it was first 
published. With step-by-step 
instructions and more than 
1,000 black-and-white illustra- 
tions, it covers how to conceive 
a pattern, placing darts, using 
seams, and creating various 
necklines, closures, pockets, col- 
lars, and sleeves. The book ends 
with a charming chapter called 


“Remnants” in which Adele of- 
fers even more tips—including 
ones on the importance of drap- 
ing—for getting that beautiful 
design from your imagination 
into a garment. This book is 
indispensable for anyone who 
wants to take their sewing be- 
yond working with commercial 
patterns but has been afraid to 
take the plunge. 


($19.95; DoverPublications.com) 





My Label” 


3D FASHION PATTERN SOFTWARE 













Now, my clothes 
are a reflection of 





í 










It's the only pattern software that offers a 3D mannequin, 
based on your exact body measurements. You input your 
size, your fabric, and your customized styling, and you can 
see how you look in the final outfit, before you ever begin to 
sew. With 20 designs to choose from and endless variations, 
your My Label wardrobe is sure to reflect your unique style. 
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Fashion clothes 
that you can sew yourself -z 
Kid’s and women’s fashion magazines paa O° ® Sai s 
with trendy and fun-to-sew patterns! S : 
On our website you can browse through 


all issues and start your own 
SUBSCRIPTION or order BACK ISSUES! 


Pattern No. 2007076 
Wholesale & Retail 
See details and 
over 80 other 

} patterns online 
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TOLL FREI 


WWW 


"5455 Spine Road, Site E; Boulder, Colorado 80301 USA 


online 


The Education Division of Wild Ginger Software, Inc. e a 


Online classes for digital pattern making. 
Taught by a professional pattern maker. 


For more information, call toll free (U.S.&CAN), email, or go to: 


(888) 929-2878 or (615) 952-3305 
info@fashiondesignonline.com 
www. fashiondesignonline.com 
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FR Convenient & 54 
Mee) Easy Fabric Orderi ng 
Hanel SON 
| Fast Shipping - Volume Discounts 
20 Day, 100% Refund Policy 
| Yard Order Minimum! 











877-7 721-7269 WWW. distinctivefabric. com | 
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If they tear the stocking, 


at least you can repair it. 






$299 


MSRP $399 


“Purchase the Janome Memory Craft T1000 
sewing machine and get the $4000 Koala 


Treasure Chest Plus III Studio free. 


$199 


MSRP $299 


pra pr, 


Theyre bis gifts. But thanks to this special holiday promotion, the prices aren't. Take our fully computerized 
32 stitch Sew Precise machine. lts perfect for the beginner sewist and specially priced at $299. A\nd for 
those finishing touches is our Magnolia Serger—a remarkable $199. Now here's one gift thats not squeezing 
into any stocking. les the Janome Memory Craft 11000—the ultimate in home sewing, quilting and 
embroidery. Buy yours today and get the $4,000 Koala Treasure Chest ® 

Plus HT Studio free. It really doesn't get any bigger than that. JANOME 

What will you Create? 


Offers valid October 1st through December 31st, 2007. *$4,000 retail value is combined manufacturer's stated retail value of cabinet, chair and thread chest. 
Valid at participating authorized Janome Dealers in the USA on machines purchased at manufacturer’s suggested retail or advertised price during 
promotional dates. Not valid in combination with any other offer. Laptop not included. Custom machine insert not included. ©Janome America 2007 
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tips $ 


Looped button closure 


To make an interesting button closure, I start with a 





small standard buttonhole (about % inch long), one 
for each closure. | tie a 3- to 5-inch piece of deco- 
rative ribbon, rope, or thin bias-tubing in a circle. 
After I’ve slipped one end of the circle through the 
buttonhole, | slide it over the other end to forma 
loop, keeping the knot close to the buttonhole on 
the inside (see photo at left). The length of loop can 
be adjusted for the size of the button—even large 


best 
lS. 


“S 


or irregular buttons—and can be adapted to make a 
tight or loose closure. 
—Donna Christopher, Denver, Colorado 





STATIC-FREE IRON BOARD 
Static is a big problem in Colorado. I 
recently worked with some beautiful, 
hand-painted silk that needed its static 
tamed, and I wanted to press the fabric 
before I laid out the pattern pieces. I was 
afraid to spray Static Guard directly on 
the silk because I didn’t want to risk ruin- 
ing the dye, and rubbing a cotton cloth 
treated with Static Guard didn't seem to 
help (although it works wonders on sat- 
ins and other fabrics). Finally, I sprayed 
my ironing board with Static Guard 
before pressing (with a cool, dry iron), 
and that eliminated the static completely 
without harming the dye! 

—Jocelyn Short, Arvada, Colorado 


SMOOTH CURVED SEAMS 
Heres a tip to simplify sewing a convex 


curved piece to a concave curved piece. 
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(If you look at a quarter moon, the 
moons outer curve is convex, and the 
inside curve is concave.) It’s helpful to 
run a machine-basting stitch just outside 
the seamline of the concave piece as a 
clipping guide. Then before you begin to 
sew the pieces together, clip the edges of 
the concave pattern piece close to—but 
not through—the seamline. Stretch the 
concave edge until it’s even with the con- 
vex piece as you stitch the two together. 
The seam will be easier to sew, and you ll 
be less likely to produce puckers. 

—Lois Pitcher, Ithaca, New York 


SHOWER-CURTAIN-HOOK STORAGE 

I recycle (or buy) shower-curtain hooks 
to store ribbons and other long trims. I 
then hang the hooks on hangers or sta- 
tionary hooks—whichever is convenient. 
I simply drape my trims over the hooks. 


If a trim is extra long, I fold it in half or in 
quarters first. If it’s slippery, I tie it with 
a half-hitch knot at the hook to secure 
it. By putting similar trims together on 
one hook, they are automatically sorted. 
This keeps all of my by-the-yard items 
untangled and easy to find. 
—Marsha M. Kitt 
Two Hills, Alberta, Canada 


Photos: (p. 20) Sloan Howard; (p. 21) Scott Phillips 





PRIZE FOR BEST TIP 


Do you have a good sewing tip? Send 
it in, and we’ll pay you if we publish 
it. We’ll also select the cleverest tip in 
each issue, and the winner will receive 
a gift package of Taunton Press sew- 
ing books. (You can see our entire line 
of fiber arts books on our Web site, 
ThreadsMagazine.com.) 


This issue’s winner receives: 


= More Fabric Savvy by Sandra Betzina. 
America’s best-selling quick guide to 
selecting and sewing fabrics includes 
more than 100 tips for working with all 
types of fabrics. ($24.95) 


= Creative Surface Design by Sandy 
Scrivano. This must-have book provides 
step-by-step instructions for four of 
the most popular surface design tech- 
niques: painting, stamping, stenciling, 
and embossing. ($21.95) 


= Fine Machine Sewing by Carol Laflin 
Ahles. Carol shares her proven 
“how-to” approach to master classic 
stitching, embellishing, and finishing 
techniques on the machine. ($27.95) 


m Couture Sewing Techniques by 
Claire B. Shaeffer. This comprehensive 
source offers techniques to help you 
create the elegance, detail, and polish 
of couture garments. ($21.95) 


= Power Sewing Step-by-Step by Sandra 
Betzina. Sandra shows how to build a 
wardrobe and how to make flattering 
fashion choices, as well as provides 
hundreds of great sewing techniques 
that will have you sewing like a pro in 
no time. ($34.95) 


DELICATE OILING WITH A SYRINGE 
My husband operates a two-head em- 
broidery machine, and he discovered 
a clean way to oil its parts. He uses a 
small 1cc tuberculin syringe (easily 
obtained at a drug store) filled with 
sewing machine oil. It readily reaches 
into the bobbin area and other tight 
places. A bit of oil can be neatly dis- 
pensed with a small press on the end 
of the syringe, and it leaves no dribble 
or excess oil in unwanted places. This 
method works equally well on any sew- 
ing machine and eliminates the mess 
typically associated with the task. 
—Connie Kniffen, Tyndall, South Dakota 


NO BURNS ON LITTLE FINGERS 
I teach sewing to children as young 
as nine years of age. To ensure that 
they do not burn themselves while 
pressing fabric, I have them stick 
glass-head or all-metal pins through 
the fabric into the ironing board. This 
holds the fabric in place as they iron, 
prevents the fabric from sliding off 
the ironing board, and keeps their 
fingers away from the bottom of the 
hot iron. 

—Colleen Murphy, Louisville, Kentucky 


CURLING IRON SMOOTHS RIBBON 
I use a curling iron to “press” out 
wrinkles on ribbons, bias tape, etc. 
Its automatic shutoff allows me to 
leave it on constantly instead of 
having to switch it off and on while 
I'm sewing, so it’s convenient as 
well as quick to use. 
—Teresa Murders, Salem, Oregon 


MAKE INVISIBLE THREAD VISIBLE 
Threading a needle with invisible thread 
can be a daunting task. I’ve found that if 
I paint the end of the thread with a dark, 
permanent-ink marker, it’s much easier 
to see it as I insert it into the eye of the 
needle. If I'm really having trouble, it also 
helps to put a piece of white paper behind 
the needle. 

—Juanita Dean, Nashville, Tennessee 


PIPE INSULATION FOR INTERFACING 
My oldest daughter and I have collected 
a large (and always growing) inventory 
of interfacing. Storing interfacing neatly 
without leaving creases can be a challenge. 
I use pipe insulation available at hardware 
stores to solve this problem. Foam, tubular 
insulation comes in 3-foot and 6-foot 
lengths. I can easily cut it with a craft knife 
to accommodate any width of interfacing, 
and it is so soft that you can pin into it. It 
comes split down the length ( for sliding 
the opening onto a copper pipe), and I 
simply insert one cut edge of interfacing in 
the slit and roll it up. I pin the other end of 
the interfacing in place and attach a label. 
This storage method is more compact 
than using empty fabric bolts, and it keeps 
the interfacing in perfect condition and 
clearly visible. 

—Julie Maske, Deep River, lowa 


FOOTBALL IN THE SEWING ROOM? 
Use a football tee to hold your tailor's 
ham in position for delicate ironing tasks 
such as steaming a sleeve cap. (It’s the 
stand that football players use to hold 
the ball in place so that it can be kicked.) 
There are many varieties, ranging in price 
from $5 to $35, so it’s best to visit a local 
sporting goods store and try them with 
your ham first. 
—Martha Allen 
Hamilton, Ontario, Canada 
& 
—Barbara Wickham 
Carmichael, California 
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WITH FEATURES LIKE 
AN INCREDIBLE NEEDLE THREADER, 


this new embroidery machine does 


everything but shop for the fabric. A k 


New Ellegante 2 


= by 
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A Optional Gold Standard 
The OnRequest" automatic needle threader is just one of Comprehensive Care 


: ; program is available 
many engineering marvels on the newly enhanced Ellegante 2. 


The controls on this machine are so easy to navigate, they practically 
lead you by the hand. And now you can navigate them by touch screen, 


or by mouse. Or plug in a hub to access your computer and a flash drive 





simultaneously. 


I’m so impressed with this machine that I’ve offered 32 of my own embroidery designs to be 
included exclusively with the Elegante 2. See them for yourself at a Baby Lock retailer near 
you...and don't forget to thread the needle. 


Toy pm 


bohy loch | 


PBS Host of “Sewing With Nancy” FOR THE LOVE OF SEWING 


Embroidery designs shown are from Amazing Designs Jacobean Floral I Collection. WWW. babylock. com 80 6) -4 22-2 952 
READER SERVICE NO. 125 
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IRONING-BOARD SEWING KIT 
My ironing board is in my basement, and 
my sewing machine is on the second 
floor. Invariably, when I take a garment- 
in-progress to the basement to press a 
seam or garment edge, I find I need a 
pair of scissors or a couple of pins, which 
are still upstairs. To solve this problem, I 
created a canvas bag “sewing kit” and at- 
tached it to the end of my ironing board 
with safety pins. The bag conveniently 
holds a pair of scissors, a clear ruler, 
an Altoids box filled with pins, a square 
piece of organza for use as a pressing 
cloth and anything else that I think I 
might need. Now the little things that 
make pressing easier are right at hand, 
and I dont have to hike up two flights of 
stairs to get them! 

—Betty Bolden, Bolton, Connecticut 
GLUE STICK TO TEACH SEWING 
I teach sewing to teenagers, and I find 
that a glue stick can be very handy when 
my students are learning a new skill. In 
fact, I often use glue sticks myself, be- 
cause they make some sewing situations 
easier—even for me! Some of the ways 
we use the glue stick in class are: 


e Holding down seam allowances on 
patch pockets to prepare the pocket 
for stitching. 

e Holding a patch pocket in place on 
the garment as it is stitched. 

e Holding straight seams together 
for sewing. 

e Holding hems in place while they 
are stitched. 

e Holding an appliqué in place as it is 
stitched to the project. 


The best part is that the glue washes out 
completely when the task is finished. 
—Judy Leathley, 
Toowoomba, Queensland, Australia 
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Its sometimes difficult to determine 





what is causing tension problems with 
my serger because there are so many 
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threads interlocking. I’ve found an 
extremely helpful aid that is best 
created when the serger is new or 
recently adjusted and tension is perfect. 
I thread each spool pin with the thread 
color that corresponds to the thread col- 
or used in my serger instructions—in my 
case, green, blue, yellow, and red. I made 
a sample serged stitch for each type of 
stitch my serger can create, and then I 
attached the sample to the instruction 
book on the appropriate page. Now when 
there's a problem, I just compare the 
sample to the work in progress and de- 
cide which thread needs to be tightened 
or loosened. 
—Grace Mullins, 
Putnam Valley, New York 
HANG SHEARS AND SCISSORS 
I wanted to organize my sewing scissors 
and shears so that they would always 
be at hand while also maintaining a 
very specific, uncluttered storage place. 
3M Command adhesive hooks were 
the perfect solution. I can attach them 
without screws or nails to the side of my 
sewing table, and they can be removed 
easily without leaving a residue. I placed 
two hooks side by side spaced 1% inch 
apart—the distance between the two 
holes on my shears. The shears slip easily 
over the hooks and are ready for me to 
grab in an instant. 
—Zee Perry, Escondido, California 


We will pay for all the 
ones we publish. 

Threads Tips 

PO Box 5506 

Newtown, CT 06470-5506 
or via email: 
ThreadsTips@taunton.com 
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O % interest 


for 12 months 
with payment 


www.babylock.com 800-422-2952 


Offers valid from 9/1/07 to 12/31/07 at participating Authorized Baby Lock 
Retailers. 0% financing for 12 months with payment based on approved credit. 
Offers not valid with any other discounts or on previous purchases. TV monitor 
may vary. 
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PATTERN REVIEW 








24 


lain Janes beware: this 

winter is all about gar- 

ments that get noticed. 
And, as the designers proved 
with their unique, embel- 
lished-with-abandon looks, 
it’s cool to flaunt your sewing 
skills. So, for this pattern 
collection, we've rounded up 
the best styles for the season 
so you can let your creativity 
and skillful embellishments 
take center stage. 


First, we chose a fitted top 
with angular topstitched 
seaming and an easy-to-sew 
asymmetrical knit skirt with 
a cascading front ruffle. We 
also included a long, dra- 
matic coat, a short bomber 
jacket, and a sheath to serve 
as blank canvasses. Finally, 
for dressy events, we selected 
a European-chic peasant 
top with an accompanying 
pants pattern and a layered 


Patterns to 
decorate 





dress design with a soft, 
petal shape that allows you 
to experiment with fabric 
combinations and add regal 
embellishments. 

Although we offer some 
suggestions, the best embel- 
lishments ultimately come 
from within. Just pick a pat- 
tern, follow your vision, and 
set your creative side free. 


Contributing editor Anna 
Mazur is in a constant state 
of embellishment frenzy. 


LOOK FOR THESE ICONS 
ON THE PATTERN REVIEWS 
+ Includes sizes 24 and up 
@ Fast and easy 

A Challenging techniques 
E Petite options 

* For knits 


THREADS-APPROVED Every pattern you see here has been 
sewn and tested. We keep a close watch on the fashion trends 
and select patterns that reflect the latest looks. Each one is 
then sent to a talented tester, who sews it in muslin to 
evaluate the proportions, style, and pattern instructions. 


THREADS 


A charming 
petal-sleeved dress 


Birch Street Clothing - 
Butterfly Dress 
(BirchStreetClothing.com) 
Long, tiered layers and petal-shaped sleeves 
set this pattern apart. The dress is generously 
sized (Size S is 38 inches wide at the bust) 
and made of three easily adjustable layers 
that join at the neck with fold-over elastic 
binding. Depending on the fabric chosen, 
the layers can become heavy, so our tester 
recommends that you choose a lightweight 
fabric such as chiffon or georgette. (Note: The 
instructions for the two-part sleeves direct 
you to overlap the sleeve front over the back, 
but the envelope drawing shows the oppo- 
site.) (Sized S-XXL for finished busts 38-53.5 
in. and finished hips 42.5-58 in.) + 

—-Tested by Eve Kovacs, Woodridge, Illinois 


STYLE TIP: with its breezy 


style and tiered layers, this dress is 
the perfect piece to embellish with 
the feathers and other decorative 
trims that so many designers used 
this past fall. 





TESTED AND SEWN BY THREADS 


Photos: Jack Deutsch. Stylist: Jessica Saal. Illustrations: Carol Ruzicka. Garments sewn by Norma Bucko 








JACKET: KWIK SEW 3491 


Shoes: Nina (NinaShoes.com); Skirt: House of Spy 
(HouseOfSpy.com); Purse: Freddy & Ma (FreddieAndMa.com) 


A classic bomber-style jacket 















Kwik Sew 3491 (KwikSew.com) 


This unlined, faced bomber-style jacket is an all-time STYLE TIP: This 
classic design that features simple construction tech- style resurfaces year after 
niques. There are raglan sleeves, a choice of a hood or a year, but it’s the fabric 
Peter Pan-like collar, a zippered front and two lengths choice that sets it apart. 
(19- or 22-inch CB lengths—size S). The pattern recom- Here, we chose a sump- 


tuous purple and gray 
devoré. For something 


mends that you use midweight wovens for the jacket and 


a comparable-weight ribbing knit for the cuffs and waist- 
unexpected, try eyelet, 


lace, organza, velveteen, 
or satin. 


band. Our tester recommends that you cut the waist- 
band as one piece to eliminate side seams. (Sized Misses’ 
XS-XL for busts 31.5-45 in.) 





—-Tested by Patty Robison, 
Bellingham, Washington 





A fitted top with geometric seams 


Vogue 296/ (VoguePatterns.com) 

This close-fitting, side-zipped top features unique seaming and easy 
ways to get a great fit. A diamond-shaped opening at center front is 
surrounded by topstitched diagonal seams. The topstitched back and 
front princess seams also emphasize the architecture of the design 
and provide opportunities for fitting. The pattern instructions include 
tips for fitting the upper chest, shoulders, arm, and torso. Sleeve op- 
tions include bracelet length with slit cuffs and a self-lined cap sleeve. 
(Sized Misses’ A-J for busts 32-55 in.) + 

—Tested by Joan Repka, 


Haskell, New Jersey 


STYLE TIP: The pronounced 


seams on this top are just begging 
4 NZ for a 3-D insertion such as shirred 

gathering, piping, fringe, or dangling 

beads to play them up even further. 





ge 


continued >>> 
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PATTERN REVIEW continued 





TOP: MARFY 1298 

PANTS: MARFY 090 

Skirt: Rampage (Rampage.com); Shoes (below): Nina ° e 

(NinaShoes.com); Purse: Freddy & Ma (FreddyAndMa.com) A Ç h l C h O | | d ay e n S e m b | e 
Top: DKNY Jeans (DKNYjeans.com); Shoes (top): Aldo 

(Aldo.com); Jewelry: Erika Pena (ErikaPena.com); 


Marfy 1298 (Marfy.it) 


Trendy yet decidedly all grown up, this off-the-shoulder top gets its elegant, billowy 






















style from rows of elastic around the top edge, bodice, cuff, and waistband. The narrow 
shoulder straps and the halter strap provide additional support and accommodate 
regular undergarments. The accompanying pants pattern is well cut and proportioned. 
With two front and back darts, they hang beautifully—hugging the hips, skimming 
the body at the thighs, and then draping down to the foot. This company doesn’t in- 
clude instructions or any seam or hem allowances, and there are few pattern markings. 
A (PANTS: +) (Top: Sized European 42-46 for busts 34.6 to 37.8 in. Pants: Sized European 
42-58 for hips 36.2 to 48.8 in.) 


—Tested by Johanna Mramor, Surrey, British Columbia 


STYLE TIP: Enhance the 
simple elegance of this blouse 
design by making it in a hand- 
painted semi-sheer silk or rayon, 
or try an opaque crepe (as we did 
here). Rev it up with sequins or 
rhinestones along the straps. 


A versatile sheath 


McCall’s 2401 (McCall.com) 
Every collection needs a classic sheath, and for this season of em- 
i 


bellishments, this pattern provides the perfect blank canvas. With a 
slim silhouette, the pattern offers face-framing neckline variations 
that include square, shallow-V, and high-scoopneck styles as well 
as sleeve variations (sleeveless, cap, elbow, and full-length). You 4 N 


b the black can use almost any kind of fabric, but because of the close fit, our 


top (above) 
and the stretch knit with some body. (Sized Misses’ 6-22 for busts 30.5-44 in. 


pants (below) and hips 32.5-46 in.) 


tester recommends that you use a fabric with Lycra or a two-way 


are included —Tested by Gayle Moline, Manson, lowa 

in Marfy 4 
pattern 1298. SL YLE TIP: To update the classic sheath 

| the designer way, try color-blocking like Missoni, 

applying metallic beading a la Christian Dior, or 

adding geometric appliqué Carolina Herrera-style. | 


LOOK FOR THESE ICONS ON THE PATTERN REVIEWS + Includes sizes 24 and up 
@ Fast and easy A Challenging techniques W Petite options x For knits 
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An easy knit skirt with flair 
MacPhee Workshop- 418 Sassy Skirt 


(MacPheeWorkshop.com) 
A soft, feminine look designed for knit fabrics, 
this skirt is simply made out of a rectangle of 
fabric with an added shaped waist. And it can 
double as a dress when cut longer (straps are 
included). The skirt features a cascading front 
ruffle and asymmetrical front hem. With only 
four seams, this skirt is a quick sew and is easy 
STYLE TIP: this skirt is for beginners. Like the viscose knit we used here, 
the knit fabric you choose must be soft, drapey, 


right in line with the ruffled-skirt 
and contain quite a bit of stretch. (Sized S-XL for 


looks on the runways this season. 
And anything in charcoal gray is hips 36-46 in.) @ x 

a top designer pick. For a more —Tested by Mary Travis, State Line, Mississippi 
festive look, this would also look 

great in a colorful border print. 


Wrap up the year in a long coat 


Purrfection Artistic Wearables -1022 Kowloon Coat (purrfection.com) 
A long, stylish look with lots of design details makes this lined coat pattern a must- 
have for winter. Details include an optional hood, turn-back cuffs, vertical top- 
stitched seams, and underarm gussets. The easy-to-follow instructions include clear 
illustrations and even some bonus embellishment ideas. And without any closures to 
worry about, this is an excellent pattern for a beginning sewer who wants to try their 
hands at color-blocking or using companion prints. (Sized XS-5X [6-40] for busts 30-62 in 


and hips 32-64 in.) + 


—Tested by Mary Ann Shannon, Columbiaville, Michigan 


STYLE TIP: Like long, 


cozy coats from Anne Klein 
and Tuleh, this style stands 
out when done in textured 
fabrics or knits. It can also 
take on an elegant air when 
made in lightweight wool, 
satin, or velvet. Belt it for an 
instantly updated look. 
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SKIRT: MACPHEE WORKSHOP 418 


Top: DKNY (DKNY.com); Belt: RJ Graziano (RJGraziano.com); 
Bag: Freddy & Ma (FreddyAndMa.com) 
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Whether you 
like it perfectly- 
matched or 
purposefully not, 
a proper layout 
is the key 


BY MARY RAY 


forP| 








When working with plaids, 
matching your seams is a must 
for achieving a polished look. 








love the complexity of working 
with plaids. On the one hand, 
the stripes make it easy to line 
up pattern pieces exactly on the 
straight grain. On the other hand, it 
can be a challenge—from choosing 
the right type and scale for your 
project to knowing how to lay it out, 
cut it, and sew it properly so that 
every seam is perfectly matched. 

In this article, I explain how to 
shop for plaid and why the art of 
matching is all about the layout. 
Finally, for those times when you 
don't want a “matchy-matchy” look, 
Pll show you how to turn a plaid on 
the bias to create unique, figure- 
flattering design details. 


Picking the right plaid 
A plaid is a sequence of stripes that 
cross each other at right angles. 
Since stripes can be flattering or 
disastrous, it’s important to match 
a plaid to your garment and your 
body type. First, check the scale of 
the plaid as it repeats itself through- 
out the length of fabric. Is it several 
inches apart or close together? The 
rule for wearing plaids is similar 
to that of a print: a large plaid on a 
small body overwhelms, and a tiny 
plaid on a larger body may be lost. 
A garment with lots of seams and 
other details may not be the best 
choice for large-repeat or uneven 
plaids. Check the pattern envelope 
to be sure that a pattern is suitable 
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for plaids, checkered patterns, 
or diagonal lines. 

When you choosing a plaid, you 
must determine whether it is even 
or uneven (also called “balanced” 
or “unbalanced, respectively). In an 
even plaid, the line configuration 
is the same in the lengthwise and 
crosswise directions. In an uneven 
plaid, the spacing is different in one 
or both directions. Uneven plaids 
are not necessarily harder to work 
with, but they may require a special 


layout to get a matched look. (See 


“Even or Uneven?” on p. 32 to find 
out how to tell the difference.) 

You also have to consider whether 
the plaid is woven or printed. Most 
plaids are yarn-dyed, which means 
the yarns are first dyed and then wo- 
ven to form the plaid pattern. Other 
plaids are printed on the fabric and 
may not always follow the grain; 
therefore, I recommend that you 
stay away from printed plaids for 
garments. If you do choose one, it’s 
more important to match the plaid 
than to cut on grain. 

With so many variations out 
there, finding the right plaid isn't 
easy. But being discerning when 
you buy your fabric will reward 
you later with a great-looking, 
well-matched garment. 


Mary Ray is a designer, teacher, and 
Threads contributing editor. Visit her 
Web site MaryRayDesigns.com. 








Scale matters. 
This large-scale 
plaid works 
beautifully 
with this 
McCall’s dress 


I pattern M5466. 





DECEMBER 2007/JANUARY 2008 29 








f 


This small-scale, 

woven plaid jacket For : 

boasts well-matched j “ | JE Kk JN N - AYU 
sleeves and perfectly | 

placed pockets. 
The pattern is a 
modified version 
of Butterick 5941. 





The success of your plaid garment is determined at the cutting 
table. Allow a little extra time for this step, and make any pattern 
alterations as accurately as possible so your matches stay intact. 


pate tte? dii 
A E, When laying out your fabric, position the center-front and center-back 


lines of the pattern pieces on the center of a dominant vertical line 
or space it so the eye is drawn to the middle of the body when wearing the 
garment. Sleeves and collars should be centered in the same manner. 


[3 F 


PTA 
eee. 


An even plaid 

is balanced (or 
symmetrical) on 
either side of a 
dominant line, 

SO you Can easily 
find a center with 
an equal number 
of lines and spaces 
on either side of it. 


DKNY (DKNY.com) 


JACKET PRT 





T G PLAIDS — w 
ES EXTRA FABRIC 


| the pattern ` 
the fabric is 60 inches wide and you 
y side, you may 
f the fabric is 45 
our pattern q 


late how much mo 


vertical (length 


Right side 


by the number of 


ertical atch For 





res one match at the si ar 
piece. If the plaid repeat is qi ches, purchase 
f An uneven plaid is asymmetrical, but you still need to find a focal point. 
MET ! You can lay out the pattern so the lines go in one direction around the 
ide. A ja cket has two matches j body. Or if the fabric is the same on both sides, create a mirror image. To do 
eams and one for the APY yes a fi this, cut the right-side piece from a single thickness of fabric (above, left). 

K | | Remove the pattern tissue, and use the cut fabric piece as your guide to cut 
out the left-side piece, but don’t flip it over: cut it the same as the right-side 
piece (above, right). Then, turn the left piece to the wrong side, and you'll 
have a mirror image. 


nal % yard when the fabric is 45 inch 


Photos: (process—pp. 30, 31, and 32) Sloan Howard; (models—pp. 28, 29, 30, and 32) Jack Deutsch, hair and makeup: Christy McCabe using tarte cosmetics, stylist: Jessica Saal 
Styling credits: (p. 28 and 32) shoes—Aldo (Aldo.com), necklace—RJ Graziano (RJGraziano.com); (p. 30) shirt-—Sweet Tater (SweetTater.net), shoes—Nina (NinaShoes.com), pants 





— MAICHITUP > 


Ideally, your plaid should match at every seam. Keep in mind that you may not be able to exactly match slanted 
edges that are sometimes used to form chevron details. 


First, lay out the 

pieces to be cut 

on the fold. 
Carefully fold the fabric 
in half on the centering 
line you’ve chosen, 
pinning the layers 
together to keep the 
lines together. 


Line up the 


notches for : WACKET SIDE | ROERO 
: i i" LALE E- Ei j ERAT 


each adjoining 
pattern piece at the 
same place in the 
repeat so they will 
match when joined. 
It helps to trace some 
of the plaid lines onto 
the pattern to use as 
a matching guide. 
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Cut out all of 

the pieces ona = 

double thickness. : i SLEEVE 
Or for a more reliable 
match ona single 
thickness, use one side 
as a guide for cutting 
the other side. 
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DEALING WITH SET-IN SLEEVES 


Matching sleeves may seem tricky because most sleeve 


1 





With right sides together, line up the seamlines carefully. Then : Caps are larger than the armholes. To get it right, use the 
pin the layers together. Place the pins perpendicular to the seam : notches as guides, placing them as closely as you can to the 
to prevent slippage while you sew. For longer seams, or when corresponding front and back notches on the armhole. The 


the fabric is slippery, slip-baste first. Then fold the right sides back 


sleeves will match from the notch down across the body. 
eee and machine-stitch the seamline. 


They may or may not match above the notch, where the 
sleeve needs to be eased into the opening. 
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TURN IT ON THE BIAS 


When sections of a garment seem impossible to match, consider cutting 
them on the bias instead of the straight grain. 


Cutting collars and pockets on the 
bias adds detail and interest. 


|, I’ve found that jacket 

\ sleeves cut on the bias 
make a garment more 
comfortable to wear 
because of the 
added stretch. 







SS spas 
KSS aeetas sik 






Diagonal lines are flattering, Create a mirror image with 
so the bias cut is a good option opposing bias pieces to balance 
for peplums and skirt yokes. the look of your garment. 






=< 





=O wae 1a | 
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PATTERN 4091 s = | 






EVEN OR UNEVEN? 


p H . 
T s 
=i 
+ 


STAVA] 





To determine whether a plaid is even or uneven, fold a corner of match in both directions but also form a mirror image when folded 
the fabric (on the straight grain) at a 45-degree angle through the horizontally or vertically through a repeat. After you’ve performed 
center of any repeat. If it is even, the lines and colors will not only this test, you'll see how rare an even plaid is! 


32 THREADS 


Photos: Sara Moon 


your Feet 


Presser feet with vertical guides 
make for accurate sewing and straight seams 
BY CAROL LAFLIN AHLES 


o matter how much of a 
sewing perfectionist you are, 
getting beautifully precise 
stitching is not always easy 
to come by. It takes years of practice, a 
keen eye, and a steady hand (which is 
also not easy to come by). Accuracy in 
stitching rows of topstitching, tucks, or 
along trim edges can obviously affect 
the look of a project. When estimating 
seam allowances, even being off by as 
little as 16-inch may mean the difference 
between a garment that fits or not. 
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I have come to appreciate the increas- 
ing availability of presser feet equipped 
with vertical guides. These feet provide 
not only a visual guide but also a tactile 
one; you can feel the fabric or trim 
edge next to the guide, and in some 
cases, you can feel the guide sink into 
a pressed-open seam. I have found that 
this greatly aids in precision and helps 
alleviate eye strain because you don't 
have to watch as carefully. 

Presser feet with vertical guides have 
become some of my favorites. Here, I'll 





ote et bai tree te tae 





Having a presser foot 
with a vertical guide, 
such as this center 
guide for fagoted 
seams below, lets you 
clearly see and feel 
your way to perfectly 
aligned seams. 





share with you some common presser 
feet with vertical guides and great 
techniques for putting them into action 
on your next sewing project. Whether 
you want to create perfect %-inch seam 
allowances, gloriously straight hems, or 
evenly spaced decorative stitches, you ll 
find a foot with a guide that will help 
you get it done. 


Carol Laflin Ahles is the author of Fine 


Machine Sewing (Taunton Press, 2001 
and 2003). Visit her at CarolAlhes.com. 
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FEET WITH CENTER 
VERTICAL GUIDES 


Feet with center vertical guides may 

be called “edging,” “edge-joining,” 
“narrow edge,” or “stitch-in-the-ditch” 
feet. Below are some practical techniques 
for using a foot with a center vertical guide: 


These feet with center vertical guides 
make stitching a straight line a snap. 


HEMMING 
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For a straight-stitched hem: with the wrong side up, place For decorative hems such as pin-stitched or feather-stitched hems, 
the inside fold of the hem against the center guide. it’s easier to stitch with the hem side (wrong side) up. 

Adjust the needle so that it’s just on the hem, and then If you want to stitch it from the right side, first “baste” by straight 
straight stitch near the fold. This is great for lower, upper, and stitching as described at left. Use a fine thread and a regular stitch 

side hems on curtains and drapes, hems on pillowcases, and length, and then follow this line as you decoratively stitch from the 

any elastic or drawstring casings. right side. With a fine thread, the straight stitch will be almost invisible. 


LACE AND TRIM _ The right foot for 
t _ your machine 
To attach a finished | , For up-to-date 


information on 
which of these 
feet are available 
for your machine, 
go to the machine 


trim such as ribbon or 
lace to fabric, place the 
trim along the guide. 
Then adjust the needle 
position so that it’s just 
on the trim. Straight, 


MMMM, ,”_IATI| IT} 


zigzag, or decorative manufacturer's Web 
stitch the trim edge site, and click 
in place. on “presser feet” 

or “accessories.” 
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JOINING 


Entredeux is a decorative 
insertion trim with a row of 
tiny square holes stitched 
down the middle of a narrow 
strip of batiste. 

To join lace to entredeux, cut 
the batiste from one side of 
the entredeux. With right 

sides up, abut the freshly cut 
entredeux and the lace on each 
side of the guide. With a fine 
zigzag stitch, zig into a hole of 
the entredeux, and zag into or 
just over the lace heading. 


To join two pieces of lace: 
with right sides up, lay 
them side by side with the 
headings (straight edges) 
just touching each side of 
the guide. 

For an especially fine effect, 
you can align the designs on 
the laces. With a fine zigzag 
stitch, zig into or just over 
one heading, and zag into or 
just over the other heading. 
The zigzag will pull the two 
headings together. 








To accurately stitch in the ditch: with right sides up, position the Let the blade ride next to ridged or raised trim—including 
guide so that it rides in the ditch of the pressed-open seam. untrimmed entredeux—when you attach it to fabric. 
Adjust the needle position for the spacing required for edge Sew them right sides together, as the piping is sewn above. 


stitching, understitching, or quilting. 


FOLDED PIN TUCKS TOPSTITCHING 


Position the 
fabric fold 

at the guide. 
Adjust the 
needle position 
for the desired 
width to create 
tiny, perfectly 
spaced pin tucks. 





For rows of straight topstitching: with right sides up, 
position your finished fabric edge next to the guide. 
Adjust the needle position to your desired spacing, as shown 
for the pocket edge above. 
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EDGING FEET WITH 
RIGHT GUIDES 


These are basically zigzag feet with vertical guides that 
are even with their outer right edges. With the wide 
needle-hole opening, you can achieve wider spacing be- 
tween the guide and the stitch than you can with edge- 
joining or %-inch feet. Here are some techniques to try: 


cp GATHERING 
a” 


A combination of guide placement and needle position lets 
you create perfectly spaced rows of long stitches for gathering. 
To use the guide, place the fabric edge alongside the guide, 
change the needle position to the desired stitch line, and sew 

as many times as you like. 








Edging feet with right guides allow you to create 
wider spacing between the guide and the stitch. 


FRENCH SEAMS 





For perfect French seams on medium-weight fabrics with a %-inch 
seam allowance: with wrong sides together, sew the seam with a 
%-inch seam allowance. 

Press the seam flat, and then open it. Trim the seam allowance to % inch. 
Then, fold the right sides together along the stitching, and sew a 14-inch 
from the fold that encloses the trimmed seam allowance. 


1/4-INCH FEET WITH RIGHT GUIDES 


| often use the origi- 
nal version of these 
feet (without a guide) 
for “-inch seams, 
topstitching, French 
seams, and %- and 
¥%-inch folded tucks; 
however, these newer 
versions feature the 
guide positioned at 
the right side of the 
foot, and that makes 
it even easier to sew 
accurate %-inch seams. 
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Also called “quilting” or 
“patchwork” feet, 14-inch feet 
make it easy to sew %-inch 
seam allowances and %-inch 
spacing between stitches. 





el 


Adjustable guides 


WIDE-ADJUSTABLE GUIDES 
AND QUILT GUIDES 









Some new presser feet DECORATIVE STITCHING 

feature guides that you 

can set far to the right, 

and “quilt guides” that TS 

can be attached to the 4 
hs 


needle or to the presser 
foot shank. Both give you 
wide stitch spacing from 
edges, trims, hems, and 
other stitching. 


r LA 4 Quilt guides 


` 
~w 


These adjustable and quilt guides 
allow you to set the distance between 
your stitches. 





TUCKS 


Position the fabric fold 
next to the guide. 

Then adjust the needle 
position for your desired 
tuck width. Use an 
adjustable guide foot 
when you want to make 
a tuck wider than you can 
make with a center-guide 
foot. Adjustable guides 
offer more width options 
than Y%-inch feet do. 





THE IMPORTANCE OF NEEDLE POSITION 


Changing needle positions affords you greater control over the relationship between 
the stitching and the guide. The number of needle positions and how you change them 
depends on your machine. If it has limited positions, sometimes you can trick it into 
giving you more. First, make sure that the foot has a wide enough needle opening to 
accommodate positions other than center. 


On many machines, you can change the position by selecting a straight stitch and then 


changing the width selector. If the needle moves in only one direction, try engaging 


“mirror image” to move the needle in the other direction. On some machines, engaging 


the twin-needle option may allow more positions. 
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For a custom skirt, start 
with two fabric rectangles; 
then pinch out triangles 
to fit them around 
your waist and hips 
BY MARY TRAVIS 
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or me, darts are sewing 
magic. They let me take a flat 
piece of fabric and shape it 
around my body’s curves. 
Here, I'll show you my quick, 
easy skirt design. It requires only a 
couple of dart types and their cousins— 
tucks and pleats—to build a flattering, 
custom skirt that can be dressed up or 


down, depending on the occasion. 


First, pick your fabric 

Many fabrics work in this skirt style, 
from the navy cashmere blend at left 

to a crisp, stiff brocade. Just be sure 
that the fabric is nonstretch, that pin- 
ning won't damage it, and it will hold a 
pressed fold. When browsing the fabric 
store, gather potential fabrics in your 
hand and see whether they shape easily 
into folds. 

I've made my dart-fitted skirt in quilt- 
ing cottons and in satin. The only fabrics 
that I avoid are light, airy confections 
such as chiffon and organza. They won't 
work with the darts and pleats. 

I prefer to make the skirt in solid col- 
ors and soft prints or textures because 
they make the lines and angles of the 
darts more dramatic. In bold prints, 


the darts virtually disappear. 


Then calculate yardage requirements 
In terms of yardage, I’ve come up 


with a handy formula. To figure out 
continued >>> 
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Same skirt, 
different lengths. 
The navy cashmere 
at far left and this 
brocade version 
are both custom- 
fitted with darts. 
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DART-FITTED SKIRT 


— fabric width required, measure your lower 
= body at its widest part (that could be at 
waist, hip or thigh level). If that measurement 
is 41 inches or less, you can use 45-inch-wide 
fabric. If it’s greater than 41 inches, youll 
need 54-inch-wide fabric. To calculate how 
many yards of that fabric youll need, simply 
take your desired skirt length (its hem can 
fall anywhere from above the knee to floor 
length) plus twice the hem allowance. 


Decide dart placement 

As youll see in “Anatomy of a Dart-Fitted 
Skirt” at right, I use darts and pleats for two 
purposes: to fit the skirt over my hips and 
waist and to create visual interest. The mea- 
surements and where you place the darts are 
your call. You are the designer, so have fun 
with the pinning process. 


Start with two rectangles 

To begin, fold your fabric in half along its 
length, aligning the selvages (tightly woven 
factory edges). Make sure that the fabrics 
cut edges are straight and aligned 90 degrees 
to the lengthwise grain. From the cut edge, 
measure the desired length of your skirt plus 
the hem allowance. Use a ruler and chalk to 


Erika Pena (ErikaPena.com), shoes—Nina (NinaShoes.com). 


mark a straight line across the fabric, again 
making sure that it is at a 90-degree angle to 
the grain. Cut along that line. You'll now have 
two rectangles. Mark the top edge and the 
wrong side of each before you go any further. 
Next, with right sides together, sew the two 
rectangles together along the selvages using 
a %-inch seam allowance to create a tube 
of fabric. Press the seam allowances to one 
side, and turn it right-side out. 


Use a dress form or find a fitting buddy 
Now youre ready to custom-fit the tube to 
your body, as described at right. Because it’s 
nearly impossible to pin darts and pleats on 
your own body, you'll need a fitting buddy. 





Or, if you own a dress form that mimics 





Pleated and your body, dart-fit the skirt on it. Either way, 


RJ Graziano (RJGraziano.com)); (p. 39) gold skirt and bracelet—RJ Graziano (RJGraziano.com), earrings 
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Ree i ie frig a youre sure to finish with a skirt that you'll 
TERE ee í dg | D love to wear—and show off. 

wide front pleat, , d| 

you can dance g=“ : Mary Travis sews in State Line, Mississippi. 8 
the night away. va 2 
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ANATOMY OF A DART-FITTED SKIRT 


Designate one seam of your sewn tube as center front. You'll measure your darts 
and pleat out from this point. The measurements noted below are just guidelines. 
Position the darts and pleats so that they flatter your specific figure. 


START FRONT AND CENTER 


As you pin and sew the darts, the top edge of the skirt will become uneven. 
Not to worry: this will be trimmed off later. 


eres Wrap at 
1 center front. 
Fold a large pleat 
about 5 inches wide 
at center front. Hide the 
seam inside the pleat 
fold. Pin the pleat 
in place. 









A CONSTRUCTION TIP: 
"IRA After you’ve sewn 
CARA the pleat, press it 
WWA to one side. But 

FSA don’t press the 
pleat all the way 
to the hem. 

Let it release 


naturally. 





Pin the darts 
in place. 
Position your i 


first darts about 6to | 
7inches to the left (4 
and right of center | 
front. Pin out about 
1inch for each. The Na 
darts should be a 
about 7 inches long. |. 


CONSTRUCTION TIP: f 

To sew a nice, sharp f a 
dart, sew from the ‘ie, 
waist edge to the 
dart point. Don’t 
backstitch at the 
point. Instead, 

pull the fabric 

out a little, 
reposition the 
presser foot 

along the fold of 
the dart, and stitch 
for about an inch, 
as shown above. 
Press to one side. 


eeeeeceeeeeeeeoeeeeoeoeeeeeee 


Pe E 





. continued 
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FITTING TIPS 


As you pin darts and pleats, you 
have many opportunities to 
create a unique fit and style: 


e PLAY WITH PLACEMENT TO 


CREATE VISUAL INTEREST 

For a more traditional style, space 

the darts and pleats evenly around 
the skirt. Or mix it up, and create two 
or three small darts in place of one 
large one. Or group darts over the hip. 


e ANGLE DARTS TO SLIM OR ACCENT 


A vertical dart directs the eye up and 
down the body and slims curvy 
figures. For a slender frame, angle 
your darts. This will trick the eye into 
seeing curves. 


e VARY THE LENGTH OF THE DARTS 


When darts of various lengths are 
grouped together, their endpoints 
can create an asymmetrical feel. 


e EDIT OR ADD DARTS 


Depending on your body type, 
you may need more or fewer darts 
than described here. Experiment 
as you pin to see what works best. 


e GO STRAIGHT OR CURVED 


Round body types benefit from 
shorter, curved darts. Slim figures 
do best with straight, tapered darts. 


e EXPERIMENT WITH THE LINES 


The basis for the skirts here are two 
fabric rectangles. For a fuller skirt, 
angle out the sides. Or for a tapered 
shape, angle them in at the hem. 


e SKETCH IT OUT 


Before you commit to anything in 
fabric, draw your design on paper to 
check proportions, style, and placement. 


e MAKE A MUSLIN 


It’s a good idea to test the fit by first 
sewing your design in inexpensive 
muslin fabric. 
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DART-FITTED SKIRT 


ANATOMY OF A DART-FITTED SKIRT (continued from page 41) 


Make stitched-down side pleats. 
TURN TO THE BACK On each side, about 4 inches from 


Here’s your opportunity to create the flattering, comfortable fit you’ve the front dart, create a 3- to 4-inch 
pleat. About an inch behind the pleat, 


fold, and pin another dart. 








always desired. 






Build a slot dart. eee CONSTRUCTION TIP: 
About an inch from the dart in ie E p Stitch down the side pleats about 
step 3, form V-shaped slot darts ih 6 inches to ensure a smooth fit over 
that are about 4 to 5 inches long. En gis j | the hips. 
CONSTRUCTION TIP: | / DESA | | 
Mark the dart point and four a i | a 
points on the waist edge. Match j F wa 
| \\ NA FINISHING TOUCHES 


the waist markings on one side; | | 
i j of ; 
| Ah These last few steps ensure 


pin them to secure. Repeat on 







° e | 
a ane ee and PR | professional-quality results. 
| Stabilize the waist edge. Trim the 
pdt cage markings waist edge as needed. Open the front 
i fold. Sew grosgrain ribbon to the raw 


edge, press it under % inch, and stitch 
through all layers as shown. 







Ar RAN | Ribbon 
Ae EN 
a p ME i ; 
Er Secure the front pleat with snaps. 
i rÀ F Sew snaps on the inside folds of the 
4 front pleat. Or, use squares of hook- 
i and-loop tape. 


L Snaps 


Button loops 


~. Add decorative closures. 
| Onthe outside edge of the front 


f, | pleat, sew button loops, and sew 


=; corresponding buttons onto the skirt. 


Form a large back pleat. 
~ Orsew on ribbon ties. 


Fold a large pleat (about 

5 inches wide). Hide the 
seam inside the pleat fold. Pin 
the pleat in place. 


1: ‘| 


| Go with a simple hem. 

D At the bottom of the skirt, turn up 
CONSTRUCTION TIP: a 34-inch double hem. Hand-sew or 
Stitch down the pleat for 12 to 15 inches topstitch it in place. 

to ensure a smooth, comfortable fit. 
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WANT MORE? 


The process of making this 
dart-fitted skirt is really a 
simple lesson in draping. 
To learn more about this 
designer technique, read 
“Drape a Skirt Sloper” at 

ThreadsMagazine.com. 
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AY, 


Mix & Match 3 


with d ag 


Design 


U se COO rd | na t | n 8 onsider building a wardrobe using fabric 
choices and combinations to guide your 


fa b r l CS t O crea t e design. Much like a game of dominoes, 


each piece would contain an element 


an interlocki ng from the previous piece. 
What I call “domino design” is an approach to 
wardrobe i I 


clothing design and construction in which you 
BY SUSAN LAZEAR (Hooge fabrics, garment details, and sewing tech- 
niques that enable you to create a mix-and-match 
capsule wardrobe. 

A capsule wardrobe is a mini group of clothing 
(five or more pieces) that all work in harmony 
with one another. They are held together as a unit 
by any combination of style, details, trims, color, 
and fabrication. 

Here, you ll discover how to use creative tech- 
niques to incorporate fabrics that link one garment 
to the next, and the look is designer chic. 


continued >>> 





A common thread. 
The wardrobe at left 
includes nine fabrics 
that go together like 
domino game pieces. 





A three-piece set built from four fabrics uses texture in a 
limited color range. Combine at least two fabrics in each 
piece to ensure that they can be worn together. 
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DOMINO DESIGN 


Gather your game pieces 

Go through your stash of fabrics, and pull out 
fabrics that coordinate, yarn (if you knit), and 
assorted trims. Then choose patterns and 
clothing styles that allow you to incorporate 
multiple fabrics in one garment. 


Play the game 

Begin with one fabric, and sew a garment. You 
can add trim or not, but make a companion 
garment that includes the original fabric and 
introduces one or more new fabrics. As you 
add a subsequent garment to your wardrobe, 
introduce another new fabric, and perhaps 
drop an existing one—but always carry at 
least one forward. 

Limit the number of fabrics in any given 
piece to three or four. Too many fabrics make 
a busy and potentially confusing garment. 
Create trims and embellishments that pull the 
garments together without overdoing it; subtle 
touches are quite chic. 


Strategize your play 

Begin with a color theme, and choose several 
fabrics that work together. Pick a flattering 
base color that works well with what you 
already have in your closet. Then, bring in 

a second color, and make your wardrobe 
more versatile. 

For example, if you start with black and 
white, you can introduce brown at some 
point in small increments and move towards 
a brown capsule with transitional pieces that 
work with both capsules. 

When incorporating color, introduce bright 
colors sparingly. If youre timid, use bright 
colors only in trims and small amounts. 


Layer from camisole to coat 

As you plan the pieces you want to create, 
design some garments such as jackets, 
sweaters, and coats for layering. This builds 
versatility into your wardrobe, particularly 
for traveling. 


A professor at San Diego Mesa College, 


Susan Lazear owns Cochenille Design 
Studio (Cochenille.com). 
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WAYS TO ADD MULTIPLE FABRICS 


The following methods work whether you prefer bright colors and bold 
patterns or subtle tones and exquisitely shaped garments. 


@ SPLICE THE PATTERN OR COLOR BLOCK 


Divide your pattern in any variety of ways to add contrasting or 


coordinating fabric. Blocks of color or print lend bold appeal. 





Two-fabric 
pocket flap 


Contrastin 
collar stan 





Complementary yokes at 
the shoulders and waist 
make perfect little canvases. 
Add a subtle detail with a 
hidden contrasting facing. 





Sew the front with one fabric 
and the back with another. 
This also fools the eye into 
seeing a slenderized torso. 


Divide the pattern 

into sections. 

Simply cut new seamlines, 
and add seam allowances. 
Then incorporate new 
colors or prints. 


Sew contrasting collars, cuffs, 
plackets, or pockets. 

Piping and covered buttons 
are ideal fabric accents. 


Sew the sleeves in a 

different fabric. 

For a symmetrical look, use 

the other fabric in both sleeves. 
Or for an asymmetrical look, 
apply it to just one sleeve. 


© ADD COLOR WITH TRIM AND DESIGN DETAILS 


Edge it, layer it, piece it, or appliqué a bit of fabric to support 
your theme and continue the play. These are the bits that make 
everything work together. 


Bound placket 


=" 
' T 
Fey 


Layered-with-lace ~ 
skirt godet 


Velvet appliquéd 
under a patc 


GET INSPIRED 


Jewelry designers have employed these tricks for aeons; 
they often include white and yellow gold elements in one 


piece so that it will match other pieces of either material. 


LOOK TO THE DESIGNERS 
Fashion designers use the same technique when they build 


collections. | find Kenzo (Kenzo.com) particularly inspiring. 
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Trims include bias binding, piping (flat 
or cording), reverse facings, and ruffles. 
Directional prints and stripes in particular 
look beautiful when cut on the bias. This 
bound edge carries the blazer fabric to a 
poncho neckline. 


Add godets to introduce the new fabric. 
A godet is a wedge or triangular piece of 
fabric inserted into a seam or slit. It adds 
visual interest when made in a contrasting 
fabric. The godet at left picks up the silk, 
blouse fabric but adds a lace overlayer, too. 


Appliqué is always a good choice for 
embellishing with a new fabric. 

Just cut out a motif or section of the 
companion fabric, and appliqué it by hand 
or machine. Even a 1⁄-inch square adds an 
unexpected design element. This velvet 
appliqué matches the pants and frames 
the patch pocket. 


PLAY WITH FABRIC 

Many designers repeat fabrics in their collections—not to 
be “matchy-matchy” but to coordinate the major pieces 
so they look thoughtfully pulled together. Borrow color 
combinations from art, copy textures from nature, and 


explore the universe for exciting patterns. 
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GET THE SHOT 


Photograph yourself as you stand comfortably without 
distorting your muslin test garment. 











Photos: Sloan Howard.lllustrations: Rosann Berry 
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A digital camera 


is a great fitting tool 


BY GEORGENE SHELTON 


hat first look—when you put 
on a garment for the first 
time and stand in front of the 
mirror—is the most exciting 
for me. Whether it’s a muslin, 
or the final cut, that moment reveals 
what lies ahead. Will I calmly pin up 
the cuffs and go into finishing mode, or 
will I struggle with fitting issues? Diag- 
nosing and dealing with fit problems is 
sometimes so confusing that many of us 
never get past the “oh no!” moment. 

In my work as a technical and creative 
designer in the fashion industry, fittings are 
just as important—and equally frustrating. 
Sample rooms and patternmakers today 
are often located far from the design and 
merchandising teams. I’ve learned to use 
my digital camera to keep a visual record 
of fittings to serve as a reference to the 
corrections needed. 

Instead of contorting yourself in front 
of a mirror, follow my lead and take a 
snap shot to record and analyze your 
changes. Then use the digital photos as 
a roadmap to your best fit. 


As a consulting designer, Georgene Shelton carries 
her camera between New York and California. 
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Shoot the entire garment: 
front, back, and side. 

Fill the frame as much as 
possible. If you don’t have 
someone who can snap 
your pictures, you can take 
them yourself in the mir- 
ror. It’s best if you have a 
full-length mirror for skirts, 
pants, and dresses. But if 
you don’t have access to 
one, be creative. | have 
even seen shots taken in 
the bathroom mirror while 
standing on the edge of the 
bathtub. To minimize glare, 
be sure to override your 
camera’s flash. 


Shoot at the highest 
resolution possible. 
Shooting at the highest 
resolution allows you to 
zoom in on areas of interest 
later when you study your 
photos for fitting clues. 


Try to include all 

garment components. 

For best fitting results, 

try to have all of the com- 
ponents sewn into your 
garment. For example, it’s 
difficult to get the cor- 

rect armhole and sleeve 

fit without both sleeves. 
When sewing a muslin for 
pants, make the full length 
of the leg. Taking shortcuts 
may seem to save time and 
fabric but may cost you a 
proper fit in the end. 
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READ THE PHOTOS 


Telltale wrinkles: Use photos to diagnose the problem. 
Often, you'll see more in the photo than you ever would 
in the mirror. 


ZOOM IN ON 

CHALLENGING AREAS 
Download your digital photos to 
your computer, and use your photo- 
viewing software to study them. 
Note the areas that seem to need 
work, and zoom in to take a better 
look. Print the photos you want to 





examine closely, and save the photos 
so you can refer to them as you work 
on your pattern adjustments. 


LOOK FOR 
DRAG LINES 


Drag lines happen when 












one area of a garment 
is pulling. They point 
your eye to the source 
of the problem. 


| SIZE-UP WRINKLES 
~ Wrinkles form when a 
garment is too tight or too 
loose. If it’s too loose, try 
lifting the area or pinching 
it in to see if the excess can 
be eliminated. If the garment 
is too tight, extra fabric is 
needed in the seams. 
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MAKE YOUR CHANGES 


Roughly pin the proposed alteration while you 
have the garment on your body. Then remove the 
garment, and take it back to the table to pin prop- 
erly on both sides. Repeat as needed. Try these pin 
placements for common problems: 


(1) ESTABLISH BODY WIDTHS 

Chest-, waist-, and hip-fitting depends on vertical 
seams: take them in, or let them out until the wrinkles 
or drag lines ease. Correct the fit in body width by let- 

ting out or taking in vertical seams. 
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to a digital camera. Set up a tripod, 
and film yourself from all angles in 
still poses as well as in motion. Later, 
you can freeze frame the shot that 
shows the garment best for studying 
the fit. 


(2) FIT THE BODICE 


A proper fit always starts with the correct shoulder slope. 





Correct shoulder fit. 


Lift to smooth the front chest area: You may have to drop the armhole 
after this. A bad fit in the shoulder often reveals itself in a drag line across 


the chest. 







If you lower ——+x 
the shoulder 


point. 


Lower 
the armhole 
by the same 
amount. 


(3) CHECK THE PANTS 
Lift fabric out at the waist, or add 


fabric at the inseam. 


Fix drag lines. Try lifting the center back 
to smooth out drag lines under the seat. 


Eliminate “smile lines” in front. Release 

the inseam at the back crotch to give 
enough saddle for the inner thigh. Not all 
back-rise length problems are at the waist. 
This problem is best resolved in the muslin- 
fitting stage, but if you have your final 
garment already cut and basted, you can add 
a wedge along the straight grain to the back 
leg at the top of the inseam as shown. 
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B) Fix the chest. 

Scoop the armhole 
section that joins the 
bodice as it crosses the 
chest. This most-common 
fit problem happens when 
there is too much width 
right above the. Reduce 
the width across the chest 
by shaving fabric from the 
front armhole. 





Pinch for 





LEARN TO READ WRINKLES 
AND DRAG LINES 


There are several reference books that focus on reading 
drag lines and wrinkles that belong on your shelf. Take a 
look at these: 


* The Perfect Fit from the Singer Reference Library 


“Vogue fitting : the book of fitting techniques, adjustments, 
and alterations by Sandra Lenker. (Harper & Row) 


*Fabulous Fit (Butterick Publishing Company) 
Printed in 1977 and is now out of print. 


* Making Your Clothes Fit by Patricia Burkhart Smith. 
Published in the 1970s and is out of print. 


* The Moulage by Kenneth D. King, (CD-ROM) 





C) Adjust the sleeve cap 
and armhole. 

Always pin your sleeves with 

the seam allowance turned 

inward as if it were sewn 

in. Give a little pinch for the 

ease in the front and back of 

your shoulder. 


Center 
Center hack 


front 


Saddle 
width 


Add an 
extension 
to the back 
crotch on 
the straight 
grain. 
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The 
Best 


Fitting 
Pants 
— fiver 


Don't alter somebody else’s 
pattern—draft your own 
BY CLAUDETTE GRANT 


othing flatters like a good fit. And you can 

take the guesswork out of fitting pants by 

custom drafting your own pattern from the 

start. It sounds complicated, but with a few 

simple measurements, a ruler, pattern paper, 
a pencil, and my map, it’s as easy as working a crossword 
puzzle. It doesn't take artistic or sewing skill to make a 
perfect pattern. You just draw a line, and along it, mark 
points that correspond to your body measurements; then 
square the lines. (Squaring means drawing a line at 90 de- 
grees to the line containing a referenced point.) Just follow 
these steps until you have the pattern youve been looking 
for. It all starts with good measurements. 


Claudette Grant is a professional patternmaker who 
specializes in fitting challenges. 
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Inseam: 
Stand on 
1inch of the 


tape measure 
with the heel of 
your foot, and 
measure to the 
crotch. Subtract 
the 1inch. 





Photos: Sloan Howard. Illustrations: Rosann Berry and David Rohm 
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Waist: 
Measure 
your waist 
circumference. 


Side seam: 

Stand on the tape 
measure with 

1 inch under your foot, 
and measure up to your 
waist. Subtract the 1 inch. 


Hip circumference: 
Measure the fullest 
part of your hip. 





Crotch depth: 
Tie a piece of 
elastic around 

your waist. Sit ona firm, 

level surface, and use an 

L-square ora ruler to 

measure from the elastic 

to the surface. Add 1 inch 
for ease. 


Ankle: 

Measure the hem 

circumference of your 
favorite pants (not shown). 


continued 
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THE FRONT 


DRAFT 


A 

1 Waist 

5 Hipline 

2 Crotch depth 
4 Knee 

3 

B Hemline 


A) MARK POINTS 


e From point A, measure down 
% inch, and mark point “1.” This 
is the waist. 


e From point 1, measure down the 
crotch depth, and label point “2.” 


Oy 


e Mark point “3” halfway between 
points B and 2. 


e From point 3, measure up Yo of 
your inseam length, and mark point 


uU 2) 


4” as the knee position. 


e Take Yo of % your hip circumference, 
and add 1% inch. Mark that distance 


up from point 2 as point “5.” This is 
the hipline. 


e Square lines out from points 1, 2, 4, 
5,and B. 





THREADS 


; Waist 7 


5 Hipline 6 6a 


2 Crotch depth |g 


4 Knee 


B Hemline 


B) ADD CIRCUMFERENCE 
MEASUREMENTS 


e From point 5, measure out 
% of the hip circumference 
minus *4 inch, and mark point 
“6.” Square a line up and down 
to lines 1 and 2. 


e Mark the intersecting points 


tEn 


7” and “8” as shown. 


e Fix point 6a from 6 by dividing 
% your hip circumference by 
10 and adding % inch. 








Start with a vertical line drawn at least 4 inches from the left edge of the paper 
and several inches longer than the side-seam length. Label a point at the top 
of the line as “A.” Measure down the seam length plus % inch, and mark a 
second point labeled “B.” (This is the hemline.) 
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C) ESTABLISH THE 
CREASE LINE 


e Center a mark between 5 
and 6a. Label it “9.” 


e Square a line through 9 up 
to the waist and down to the 
ankle. This is the crease line. 


nau 


e Mark points “10,” “1,” and 


“u ” 


12” as shown at the crease 


line intersections. 

















D) SHAPE LEG 


e Transfer your favorite pant 
width to your draft by marking 
⁄4 of the hem circumference 
minus 3⁄% inch on each side of 


point 12. Label these points “13 
and “14,” as shown. 


e With dotted lines, connect 

13 to 5 and 14 to 6a. Find the 
center between 2b and 8, and 
mark it “2c.” Using the same 
measurement, make a point “8b” 
towards 6. 


e Draw a line from 8b to 2b. 
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E) ADJUST FOR YOUR STOMACH 
e For an average stomach, work from 
point 7. 


a. For a flat stomach, mark a new 
center-front point % to *4 inch left 
of point 7. Label it “7a.” 


b. For a protruding stomach, mark a 
new point % to *% inch to the 
right of point 7. Label it “7b.” 


e On the hipline, mark a point called 


“6b” % to 3% inch right of point 6. Draw 
a straight line between 6b and 7, 7a, or 
7b (whichever is right for your draft). 


e To complete the rise, draw a line 
curving gently to 2b, incorporating the 
angle created earlier. 


F) CURVE THE WAISTLINE 


e On the waistline from point 7, 
7a, or 7b, measure % of your waist 
circumference plus 1 inch for the dart 
depth, and draw a gently curved line 
connecting to point A. The shape of this 
line will be finalized in the fitting. 


e From point A, curve a side seam to 
the hipline at point 5. 


e The crease line is also the dart’s fold 
line. Mark % inch dart depth on each 
side, and mark the dart point 3% inches 
below (not shown). 


continued >>> 
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DRAFT 
THE BACK. 


A) FIND THE 
CENTER BACK 


e Extend line 
5 (hipline) on 
both ends. 


e Mark a point 
% inch to the 
right of point 9 
on the hipline. 
Label it “15.” Draw 
a dotted line 
from point 15 
to point 11 (this 
becomes the 
crease line for 
the back of the 
pant leg). 


e Divide the 
hip circumference 
by 4,and add 
% inch. Then 
take 4 of this 
measure, and 
mark this 
distance along 
the hipline to 
the right from 
15. Label it “16.” 
Typically, point 
16 falls inside 
the body of 
the previous 
pattern piece. 


e For the next step, mark point “17” up from point 2 on the side 
seam. But first, assess the shape of the derrière. 


a. For a normal/average seat, measure up 1% inch. 
b. For a flat seat, measure up 2 inches. 
c. For a protruding seat, go up % inch. 


e Join 17 to 16 with a straight line. At point 16, square a line 
up past the waist and down to line 2. This is the center-back 
(CB) line. 


THREADS 


Draft the pant back over the pant front. You can draw right on the front in 
a different color and trace copies later to use as patterns, or you could tape 
paper you can see through over the front draft. » : a 


=å 
co 


B) SHIFT THE HIPS 


e From point 16, measure % your hip circumference 
plus % inch, and mark point “18.” From point 18, draw 
a line parallel to line 17-16. Mark point “19” where it 
intersects CB. 


e Measure the distance from 18 to 15, and mark that 
length from 15 to the right on the hipline. Label it “20.” 


e Measure % inch outside points 13,14, 4a, and 4b, and 
draw dotted lines to connect the points from the ankle 
to the knee on both sides. 


e From the knee, take the inseam line straight up to point 
20. On the side seam, extend the line through the hipline 
point 18 and past the waistline. Label it “21.” 
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c) FIND CENTER BACK AGAIN 


e Measure from point 21 to point 11, and mark point “22” 


that length from point 11 to the CB line. 


e The front inseam length from the knee to 2b is the 
same on the back minus % inch. Label that point “23.” 


e At point 22, go in % to % inch. Label that point “24.” 


e Draw a line from point 24 to point 19. Curve a line 

gently from point 16 to point 23 for the back crotch. 

e From point 24 to 21, find % of your waist minus a 

%4 inch, add the desired dart depth, and mark as “25.” 
From this point, gently curve to point 18. 
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GET THE RIGHT TOOLS aa; 


Investing in some pattern-drafting 
tools will make the drafting process 


that much easier. 











L-square 


French curves 





Large 
right-angle 
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triangle Marking pens 


and pencils 


TEST FIT WITH A MUSLIN 


Trace your draft to make your first pattern to test your fit. Add 


seam allowances and a hem allowance. Cut an inexpensive, 
stable fabric to test, and perfect the pattern on your body. 
Correct your pattern from this fitting. Now you have a master 


pant pattern that fits and can be modified for style changes. 
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BUTTONS 


MDY BEADS 
EMBELLISHMENTS 


kE = a i i 


COLOR IN STITCHES, INC. 
PRESENTS 


www.cisbuttons.net 


FABRICS 
<a 


l 

l 

l 

l 

l 

l . . . 
| A Destination Fabric Store 
l 

l 

l 

l 

l 

l 





uality, fashion fabrics and expert 


l 
l 
l 
offering a full line of unique, i 
l 
q 

knowledgeable customer service i 


Shop Online: www.fabricsonmillst.com 


| 140 Mill Street, Grass Valley, CA95945 | 
i (866) 910-9386 | 
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The New Fabric Store 
in North Texas 
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Click, and let the experts 
(Susan Khalje, Kenneth King & others) 
teach you basic & advanced skills. 
Download a FREE lesson today! 


LOG ON FOR REVIEWS, DISCUSSIONS & ARTICLES 
ON PATTERNS, MACHINES, NOTIONS, AND MORE. 


xn 


atternReview.com 
Helping You SEW SMARTER = every day! 
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Meet Liz and her daughter Susan. 


Successful. Confident. 
Embroidery Business Partners. 


Is this your dream, too? 
Make it your reality 


with Barudan! 


800-627-4776 


www.barudan.com 





READER SERVICE NO. 16 


Illustrations: Carol Ruzicka 


READERS’ QUESTIONS— 
EXPERTS’ ANSWERS 





have a. 
question? 


Send it to us and we'll find 
an expert’s answer. 

Threads O&A 

PO Box 5506 

Newtown, CT 06470-5506 
or via email: 
ThreadsO&A@taunton.com 


Turning corners with a twin needle 


| don’t own a serger, 

7 but I’ve discovered that 
edging knits with a twin needle 
gives me the look of a cover- 
stitch and builds in stretch. But, 
how do I turn the corner ona 
V-neck T-shirt and prevent the 


stitches from overlapping? 


Leanne Munro, via email 


Judith Neukam, 
Threads senior 
technical editor, replies: 

There are several ways to 
do this, but I think this is the 
easiest and offers the best- 
looking results: Draw out all 
three thread tails about ten 
inches longer than usual, and 
start to stitch slightly outside 
the tip of the “V” with your 
machine and a twin needle. 
Sew around the neck, cross- 
ing the two rows of stitching 
at the center front, leaving 
long thread tails. Pull the 
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How do | stitch the hems of pants, 
O skirts, and sleeves when sewing 
with wool-and-Lycra blend suitings. 
| love the fabric, but my stitches rip 
out in these areas when | move. 


Ellen McBarnette, via email 


Deana Tierney, Threads 
assistant editor, replies: 
I assume you want to sew your 
hems in by hand; the most flexible 
stitch for stretchy fabrics is 
the catchstitch—which is like 
a hand-sewn zigzag. 


bobbin threads to bring the 
top stitching threads to the 
wrong side. Next, start pulling 
stitches out (without breaking 
the threads) until the rows no 
longer cross. Thread a needle 
with the long thread tail, and 


take one or two hand stitches 
to connect the V in each row 
and to fill any gap at the V. 
Knot the thread on the wrong 
side, and bury the tail between 
the garment and the facing. 





Turn up the hem, clean-finishing 
the raw edge, and then work your 
stitches from left to right (see the 
drawing at upper left). Take a tiny 
horizontal stitch just above the 
hem edge; then take a small stitch 
in the hem allowance diagonally 
from the first. Continue to stitch in 
a zigzag pattern as shown, keeping 
your stitches loose. You can also sew 
a blind catchstitch (shown at lower 
left); by sewing between the two lay- 
ers of fabric, the thread doesn’t show 
on the outside or inside the garment. 
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O | finally have more time 
Sea 


years of delivering mail has built 


to sew for myself, but 


up my shoulders and upper arms. 
How do | adjust my patterns for 
a better fit? 


pin out some of that fullness 
in the shirt and sleeve when 
you fit. Check out David Page 
Coffin's book Shirtmaking 
(TauntonPress.com) for some 
great tips. 


If youre intent on using the 
set-in sleeve, add width to the 
shoulder, and increase the 
armhole area of the blouse 
as shown at left. Then I 
recommend that you create 
a 2-piece sleeve so you can 


increase the upper arm area 


as well as the side seams. 


Kathleen Vincent, via email 
A Pamela Howard, 


and teacher, responds: Fi 


custom clothier 1 


You might consider making 

tops with shirt-style sleeves 

that have extended shoulder 
lines and flatter sleeve caps. \ 
This cut allows more room | 
for movement than blouses WV 
with a higher sleeve caps and | 
armholes do. If you feel a shirt 

sleeve has more room than 





you like in the underarm area, 


SILKS 


Velvets 
Chiffons 


Satins 





FROM START 


ro FINISH...... SEW TRUE 


ee EVERYTHING YOU NEED 


TO DO THE JOB ! 


Complete Color Selection of GUtermann Thread 








Prints 
and Much More 


Thai Silks! 


252(T) State Street e Los Altos, CA 94022 
(800) 722-SILK 
Tel: (650) 948-8611 ° Fax: (650) 948-3426 
silks @thaisilks.com 
www.thaisilks.com 


Specials for Stores, Artists, 
Dressmakers 


ASSORTED SAMPLE SET is available 
for $40 plus shipping 


CALL FOR FREE CATALOG 
1 800 SEW TRUE (739-8783) 
VISIT OUR WEBSITE 
www.sewtrue.com 


PROFESSIONAL QUALITY SEWING SUPPLIES 
READER SERVICE NO. 66 


Our Low Prices Will Surprise You! 


Join our SILK FABRIC CLUB - $20 annually Free Brochure Call Toll Free 
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y TWO OF THE HOTTEST 
NEW MODELS TO 
EVER HIT THE RUNWAY 


Introducing the Project Runway Limited Edition Innov-ís 40 and Innov-ís 80. 
Affordable, Feature Packed and Set to Inspire the Fashion Designer in You! 


WANT TO SEW LIKE A FASHION DESIGNER? 

Now you can. Brother, the official sewing and 
embroidery licensee of Project Runway, introduces 
a limited edition series of Project Runway sewing 
machines. Starting at around $300, the fully 
computerized Innov-ís 40 sewing machine features 
40 built-in stitches, an automatic needle threading 
system, free-motion stitching and an LCD. Or step up 
the runway to the Innov-ís 80, with 80 built-in stitches 
and the same great features of the Innov-ís 40, plus 
more. Use the alphanumeric characters in the 
Innov-ís 80 for monogramming, or combine up to 
35 stitches into patterns and create mirror im 



















% Innov-ís 40 


Stop by 
AE: 0) dealer today. 


project 


RUINN ANS 


©2007 fashion Cents, eserved. 5 
projectrunway.com 





For mot 





*Prices set by dealers | 
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Tis the season 
to sparkle 


or centuries, cultures all over the globe 

have been using precious objects to 

embellish fabric. Handmade beads, 
sequins or paillettes, and rhinestones have 
been among the most popular adornments. 
Traditionally, they signified wealth or status 
among tribal chiefs, monarchs, and other 
societal elites. 

We can thank the Industrial Revolution 
for bringing these formerly painstaking and 
expensive processes into the mainstream. 
Embellishments became more consistent 
in size and smoother in shape, and that cre- 
ated fewer fabric burrs and snags—even on 
delicate fabrics. 

The confluence of new technology, early 
feminist cultural shifts, and the explosion of 
the golden age of fashion in early-twentieth- 
century Paris ushered in embellished silk 
chiffon as the fabric de la mode. 

During World War I, hemlines and hair 
lengths were cropped, and bustled styles 
gave way to daring silhouettes that hung 
off the body. Chiffon proved to be the ideal 
fabric: when weighted with embellishments, 
it clung to the body in a soft, thoroughly 
feminine style. 

Today, were still reaping the bounty of those 
early twentieth-century innovations; more 
and more embellished chiffons are available 
across a wide price range—Swarovski crystal 
intricately set along the edge of one, complex 
beadwork on another, and sequins crafted 
to reflect the highest refraction of light. With 
these chiffons, it’s always the season to shine. 


Michaela Murphy has been fabric-obsessed 
since she was nine years old. 
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The most popular embellishments for chiffon are sequins, used to make them tell a story within cultures: Precious gems 
beads, and rhinestones. embellished clothing of the very rich, and coarse rock and ore 
Sequins get their name from the Venetian zecchino, and adorned the clothing of the less economically advantaged. 
the Arabic sikka. These thin coins were sewn to clothing to Rhinestones were developed by George Stras in 1775. He 
reflect wealth. Later, tiny metallic discs called “paillettes” were coated the bottom of cut glass with metal powder to create 
designed to reflect more light. Modern sequins are typically a sparkly stone that rivaled the diamond. But the real rhine- 
mass-produced plastic pieces that are machine-sewn. stone revolution occurred in the early 1890s, when Daniel 
Beads date back almost 40,000 years and have traveled Swarovski invented a machine that facet-cut Austrian crystal 
the world due to exploration and colonization. The materials with amazing precision. 





e Clear the stitching area. To avoid breaking your needle, remove e Stabilize the fabric. To machine-sew chiffon, use a fine, sharp 
beads and sequins from the seam allowances, sew the seam, needle. Also use a throat plate with a small hole so the delicate 
and then reapply the embellishments. Reapply rhinestones fabric isn’t sucked into the machine. Or to stabilize the fabric 

E with a rhinestone setter. over a larger hole, sew it with tissue paper underneath. 

: e Tie off threads. Most beads and sequins are sewn on one long e Finger-press. To avoid melting beads and sequins, hover your 

È thread. After you've removed them, tie off the threads. Or hand- iron over a seam, shoot a burst of steam, and then finger-press 
É stitch the last two or three beads or sequins to secure them. it open. 
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109 West 38th Street, NY, NY 10018 
2 Swarovski 
-~ Rhine stones 


custom fit... 


Quilters’? Conference & Showcase 
Southern California’s 
Largest Quilt Show 
January 17 - 20, 2008 


Ontario Convention Center 
Ontario, California 


Quilt & Wearable Art th = n ew D | o C k. 


Competition 

Over $16,000 in Cash & Prizes A juried membership... 
Workshops & Lectures with IPCA y $ Fi 
International/Regional Teachers het f 2 


’ INDEPENDENT 
Expanded Merchants’ Mall PATTERN COMPANY 


ALLIANCE 


Pm, 


Special Events and Exhibits 

Your assurance of quality 

e professional drafting and grading 
e reviewed and tested patterns 


For information visit our website 
or Send $3 for a brochure www.wildginger.com 


PN (888) 929-9453 
Road to California e concise, well illustrated guide sheets 
1529 West 13th Street, Suite A e excellent customer service 


Dept. THD Upland, CA 91786 Se Wild Ginger Software. Inc. ~ Visit us online ~ 
visit us at www.road2ca.com l J Sew. viore. Now. Www. patter ncompanies.com 
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Bugs and Frogs, 

Furry Critters, 

Sea Creatures, 
© ©! Coordinates & More! 


¢ “WE IMPORT DIRECT” 
vu. BugFabric.com (ii INCREDIBLE COLOR SELECTION 


425-836-0645 - Jacquard Crepe 36" $15.95 yd. Crepe de Chine 45" $13.95 yd. 
YaKiang Tussah 54" Heavy $19.95 yd. Crepe de Chine Prints 45" $16.95 yd. 
Pearl Crepe Jacquard 45" : Satin Stripes 45" $18.95 yd. 
Silk Georgette Chiffon 44°/45" . ; Metallic Stripe Chiffon 45" $19.95 yd. 
China Silk 45" ' . Charmeuse 19%mm 45" $17.95 yd. 
Silk Noil 35'/36" l Jacquard Charmeuse 45" $18.95 yd. 
Spun 35"/36" l . Silk/Rayon Velvet 45" $19.95 yd. 
Taffeta " $19. "$16. Silk Knit Jersey, Tubular $19.95 yd. 
Silk Satin 45" l } 100% Wool Crepe 58" $19.95 yd. 
Palace Brocade 36" $9.95 yd./45" $12.95 yd. 100% Wool Gabardine 58" $22.95 yd. 
100% Linen 32"/36" $10.95 yd. Dupionni 48"(Hand Woven/Dyed) ... $18.95 yd. 
Silk Peau de Soie . . .30" $15.95 yd./45"$22.95 yd. Silk Crepe, 4Ply, 45" $29.95 yd. 


SILK CHARMEUSE PAJAMAS $89.95 AND MUCH MORE 


SAMPLE DEPOSIT $1 PER TYPE 
Prices Subject to Change Without Notice 


8377 BEVERLY BLVD., LOS ANGELES, CA 90048 WWW.ORIENTALSILK.COM 
(323) 651-2323 


VISITORS WELCOME 
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Couture Sewing Seminars 
Baltimore, St. Louis, Sacramento, 
San Diego, San Francisco and Denver 


8 


Couture Tour to Paris in November 2008 


Box 51, Hydes, Maryland 21082 
(410) 592-5711 © Fax (410) 592-6913 
E-mail: SKhalje@aol.com 
Website: SusanKhalje.com 
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An easy lapped 
zipper (finally!) 





Get fast, professional results 
without using a single pin 


fter working in the gar- 

ment industry for many 

years, I've set hundreds 
of miles of zippers and tried 
many different methods for in- 
serting lapped zippers. In the 
following pages, I'll show you my 
favorite: a fast, easy, foolproof 
method that doesn't use any 
pins or glue and doesnt require 
any basting. 

The final result looks as beau- 

tiful in a curved side seam as 
it does in a center-back loca- 
tion. The zipper is completely 
concealed, and the only visible 
stitching is the topstitching 
along the overlap. And, with my 
special continuous-sewing trick, 
you wont need to cut threads or 
adjust the zipper foot. Best of all, 
you ll never get distortion or a 
nasty pucker at the bottom of the 
Zipper again. 


GET READY 

A lapped zipper is often found in the 
left side seams of skirts and pants 
and in the center backs of skirts 
and dresses. It’s used whenever you 
dont want the zipper teeth and 

pull to show. Because the zipper 

is concealed, color doesn't matter; 
however, length does. For the center 
back of a dress, use a 16- to 24-inch- 
long zipper. In side and center-back 
seams of skirts and pants, choose a 
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7- to 9-inch, all-purpose lightweight 
zipper with a closed bottom. 

If your zipper is too long, cut it to 
the correct length. But before you 
slice it, add a new zipper stop by 
machine- or by hand-sewing several 
times over the coils. 


FIND THE PERFECT FOOT 

Most sewing machines come stan- 
dard with a zipper foot that has a 
base anywhere from %-inch wide up 
to a full inch. Depending on the ma- 
chine, either the foot or the needle 
can be adjusted to allow stitching 
on either side of the foot. 

I’ve often found that the width of 
the standard zipper foot is too big 
and clumsy and rides unevenly over 
the zipper tape. For best results, 
take your cue from the garment 
industry, and use the narrowest 
foot you can find. I recommend 


continued >>> 
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Made to hug 

the curves. 

A properly inserted 
lapped zipper never 
gapes or stretches 
over the hip. The 
zipper teeth and 
pull are concealed, 
and only one line 
of topstitching 

is visible. 
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an adjustable single-toe foot. This 
enables you to set your needle on 
the left side of the foot and stitch 
down one side of the zipper and up 
the other without any adjustments 
and in complete control. Study the 
single-toe feet at below right, and 
you ll see what I mean. 


START YOUR ENGINE 

Many sewing machines come with 
only a zigzag needle plate. This 
works fine for lapped zippers, but 
for superior results, a straight-stitch 
(single-hole) needle plate with a 
smaller hole helps to keep your top- 
stitching straight and even. 

A few other tips and tricks will 
help you get professional results. 
First, always sink your needle into 
the layers of fabric before you lower 
the presser foot. Once the foot is 
lowered, the feed dogs are engaged. 
When you start stitching, they ll 
pull the lower layer of fabric faster 
than they do the top, and that will 
result in uneven seams. 

Pins only compound the uneven- 
feed action: as you pause or stop to 
pull them out, the feed dogs gain 
control. I use my hands to counter- 
act the feed dogs. I hold the fabric 
layers together along the right side 
with my right thumb under the fab- 
ric and my right fingers on top. I use 
my left hand to guide the fabric in a 
straight line toward the needle. 

It may take a little practice to sew 
this way, but once you get the hang 
of it, you'll love the control you have 
over your fabric. And youll adore 
the smooth, straight results—a 
lapped zipper that rivals those of 


the finest store-bought garments. 


Rosebud is a Certified Islander 
Sewing Instructor; her lapped-zipper 
application is included in the 
Islander Sewing DVD Easy Zippers. 
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Prep the garment 


The following steps are completed on flat garment pieces. Instead of standard 
%-inch seam allowances, cut wider 34-inch seam allowances. This will ensure that 
you'll have enough fabric for the overlap. 


Interface. 
1 To prevent stretching as you 

sew and create crisp edges, 
stabilize the zipper area with 
fusible interfacing in a weight 
appropriate for your fabric. 
Cut two strips on the straight 
grain and 1-inch longer than 
the zipper. Cut the strip for the 
overlap 1% inch wide and the 
strip for the underlap % inch 
wide. Fuse the strips to the 
fabric’s wrong sides. 


Clean-finish the raw edges. 
) see or zigzag-stitch 

the fabric’s raw edges to 
prevent them from raveling. 


Mark the zipper opening. 
3 Mark the top and bottom of 

the zipper opening on your 
garment with chalk. 









Sew the lower seam. 

4 Starting at the hem, sew the seam up to the 
zipper-opening mark. Backstitch to secure. Press 

the seam open. 


In the zipper opening, even though you’ve cut and 

sewn a %-inch seam allowance, fold and press the 
overlap side % inch from the raw edge. Fold and press 
the underlap % inch from the raw edge. This creates an 
%-inch pleat at the lower edge of the opening. 


D Press the overlap and underlap. 


The skinnier the foot, the better. 

An adjustable single-toe presser 
foot lets you stitch closer to the 
zipper teeth and gives you better 
control. It also allows you to stitch 
down one side of the zipper and up 
the other without any adjustments. 


Standard 


zipper 
foot 





Best Better 
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Sew the zipper 


Use a medium stitch length—around 3 to 3.5mm for topstitching. Test the stitch length on a fabric scrap first. 


Overlap 


Hair tape 





Stitch down the underlap. Flip the overlap around the needle, | 
2? Open the zipper. Working on the 3 and stitch past the zipper stop. 


Move the overlap to the right of the 


Mark the topstitching line 
1 with hair-set tape. 


underlap and with the garment right- 


Pink hair tape is Z-inch wide and sticks side up, align the top stop with the chalk needle. This exposes the zipper end and the 
in place without leaving any residue behind. mark. Position the coil along the fabric ⁄-inch pleat. Close the zipper if desired. Stitch 
On the right side of the overlap piece, press fold. Sink the needle % inch from the fold. 1 to 2 stitches below the bottom mark into the 
a strip of the tape along the folded edge. Backstitch, and then stitch down. Stop seam-allowance pleat. Leave the needle down. 
This will give you a nice guideline for your 2 inches from the zipper bottom. Leave the Lift the presser foot. 
topstitching in step 6. needle down. Lift the presser foot. 


Zipper bottom 





Flip back, and remove the pucker. Pivot, and stitch across Topstitch to the waistline. 
4 Move the underlap back. Drop the foot. D the zipper bottom. Pivot again to point the foot up the 
This creates a pucker (if it doesn’t, you Pivot the garment go degrees. overlap. Lower the foot. Align the 
didn’t stitch far enough). Turn the flywheel Position the overlap fold % inch over the overlap and underlap edges (the overlap’s 
until the needle is raised. Lift the foot, and underlap fold. Lower the presser foot, and folded edge should just cover the stitching 
smooth out the pucker. Lower the needle. stitch 3 to 5 stitches until you reach the far on the underlap). Topstitch along the side of 
edge of the hair tape. the hair tape. Unzip the zipper as necessary 


when you come to the slider to sew a straight 
line. Backstitch at the top edge; then remove 
the tape. 


TIP: For curved seams, align only the overlap 
and underlap edges a few inches in front 

of the needle. Topstitch, and then stop with 
the needle down. Align the next 2 inches, and 
topstitch. Repeat for the zipper length. This 
ensures that the overlap doesn’t gape open 
or pucker. 
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Photos: (p. 65) Jack Deutsch, hair and makeup: Christy McCabe using tarte cosmetics, stylist: Johanna Laracuente; all other photos, Scott Phillips 
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The Husqvarna Viking Designer® SE NETS 
NEW Limited Edition 


Sewing and Embroidery Machine 


¢ NEW! Automatic Jump Stitch Trim —- 
machine automatically trims jump stitch threads 
on designs with cut jump stitch commands 


Interactive Designer Screen — large, colorful 
screen, lets you view and customize your creations, 

in 3D 

Exclusive Sensor System-— raises and lowers 
presser foot automatically, adjusts presser foot pressure 
to fabric thickness and raises foot to pivot position 


Exclusive Sewing Advisor® & Embroidery 
Advisor™ features- perfect settings, automatically, 
and expert recommendations for sewing success 


E Light™ system- full illumination, adjustable for 
warmth and intensity 


Includes Added Value Package 
worth over $2,000! 


a | [I 
Purchase the New HUSQVARNA VIKING® 
Designer® SE Limited Edition Sewing and 


Embroidery Machine and Call 800-358-0001 or visit our web site 
HUSQVARNA VIKING 4D" Embroidery Software 


and receive for your local retailer 
36 Months FREE Financing! i | 


Home@®Source 


Limited time offer. See store for details. At participating retailers only. 


HUSQVARNA®,VIKING® and DESIGNER® are exclusive trademarks of VSM Group AB or its licensors. ©2007 VSM Sewing Inc. All rights reserved. 
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at www. husqvarnaviking.com 
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very year, the American Sewing Guild 

(ASG)—a national sewing organization 

with 20,000 members—holds an annual 

conference, and one of the highlights of 
the event is the member fashion show. This year’s 
celebration in Sacramento, California, featured 
more than 60 entries, ranging from elaborate 
costumes to couture. 

The theme of this year’s show, organized by 
Sacramento ASG members Pamela Metcalf and 
Gail Reinke, was “Silver Threads and Golden 
Needles”—a reference to the California Gold Rush. 
Entries came from all over the country, and with 
few exceptions, were modeled by those who cre- 
ated them. Interestingly, independent pattern 
companies were well represented, as was original 
patternwork from the sewers themselves. 

Threads contributing editors Louise Cutting and 
Susan Khalje provided commentary along with the 
fashion illustrations that were created for each in the 
show program. Here, we’ve chosen a few beautiful 
show garments to share. The quality of the crafts- 
manship and handiwork of these talented ASG 


members is outstanding. 





SEND US YOUR PHOTOS 





Pamela Metcalf 
Sacramento, California 


Pamela took the fabric choices—from the black-and-white plaid to the lace 
trim—from the Vogue pattern 8353 cover. Made from silk dupioni and un- 
derlined in silk organza, this shirtwaist-style dress is tucked throughout the 
torso to cinch the waist and to create horizontal stripes. The dress features 
11 small buttons from the bust to the high hip and covered snaps to close 
the lower skirt. A wide wing collar and French Chantilly lace trim around 


Photos courtesy of Bob Perrin. Illustrations courtesy of Carol A. Nunnelly 


the hem add simple but striking details. 
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Marsha McClintock 
Portland, Oregon 












Marsha, the owner of Saf-T- 
Pockets patterns, used her 
own jacket pattern “Get- 
ting to the Point” to create 
this copper-colored suit for 
her son’s wedding last July. 
Marsha used paint sticks and 
stencils to create the pattern 
on the front band and cuffs. 
The jacket features three hid- 
den inside pockets and the 
matching princess-seamed 
sheath is underlined in silk 
organza to prevent wrinkling. 
For a more casual look, pants 
and a tank top in the same 
fabric are included in this 
four-piece ensemble. 





Jessie Shumake 
Austin, Texas 


Modeled by Lexi Gerbracht, Jessie’s ensemble was 
created from Simplicity 4047, a 1950s-retro pat- 





tern. The wool-blend jacket features a geometric 
design on top and a black wool bottom that 
matches the skirt. Jessie embellished the jacket 
along the lapel with silk dupioni yo-yos. She also 


} Y (A added beads, silk ribbon leaves, rayon and silk 


č vA rushing, brass findings, and feathers. 





www.threadsmagazine.com DECEMBER 2007/JANUARY 2008 71 


e Custom fitted to your sewing 
machine 
e Take it to class, retreats, on 
vacation 
The truly SAA sewing table" e Easily converts to a light table 
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e Very affordable 
e Correct height 

e Extremely sturdy 
e Very lightweight 
e Folds flat 


EXPO ©2008 


February 28 - March 3 
PUYALLUP, WASHINGTON 


Visit us at 


1. 760. 377. 5378 


© 2007 SewEziUSA. SewEzi is a trademark 
of SewEzi Ltd. All rights reserved. 
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Elouise Crowder 
Ft. Lauderdale, 
Florida 


Inspired by a designer dress 
that came into her shop for 
alterations, Elouise executed 
this dress design from mem- 
ory. To incorporate the show’s 
silver-and-gold theme, 


aa she chose a gold, 
stretch-crinkle- 
acs knit and added 
7” silk flowers, 
crocheted leaves, 
and beading. 
She also em- 
bef broidered the arm- 
i holes and neckline 
with a scalloped- 
edge design. 
Tammy Conolly 
Corpus Christi, 
Texas 


Tammy made this costume 
from McCall’s pattern 8234 
for a stage performance of 
the 1940s classic Miracle on 
34th Street. The ensemble 
features a fitted jacket 
with a contrast collar 
and ruffled peplum 
(made of polyester 
to keep the costume 
inexpensive). The 
hat, gloves, and fox 
stole were also part 
of the costume. 
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Janet Arnett 
Chicago, Illinois 


Janet’s suit features a navy 

blue, lightweight cotton 

jacket and matching skirt, 

both trimmed with an off- 

white braid. The jacket is 

a classic-cut blazer with a 
shawl collar made from 


ji Peggy Sagers’ Silhou- 


T ettes Pattern 1750, 


“Robin’s Jacket.” 
Janet designed the 
matching mock 

wrap skirt to com- 

plement the jacket 
by repeating the 
jacket’s seamlines. 


Abby Wright 
Tampa Bay, Florida 


Abby’s colorful flared dress 
is made from Butterick 
Retro 52. Fitted at the bust, 
the dress features a circle 
skirt that falls below mid- 
knee, and is completed with 
a back zipper and ties extend- 
ing from the bodice 
== back. Abby chose 
this bold-patterned 
plaid from the nurs- 
ery fabrics depart- 
ment at JoAnn’s 
because she 
knew this 
unexpected 
print would 
give the dress 
a modern twist. 
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291 Spring 
0g | one week 
workshops 


Learn exciting 
techniques to 
create your own 
unique fabrics! 
screenprinting 
resist dyeing 
applique 
embellishment 
and much more... 


Located in the Great 
Smoky Mountains, 
Arrowmont will 
renew your creative 
spirit. 


scholarships | work study | assistantships 


ARROWMONT 


school of arts and crafts 


906 Parkway, Gatlinburg, TN 
865-436-5860 
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Outdoor, Recreational & Marine Fabrics 
8702 Aurora Ave. N., Seattle, WA 98103 
Ph. 206-525-0670 Fax 206-525-0779 
Retail, Wholesale & Shipping Anywhere 
Some Materials Stocked... 
e Gore-tex, Ultrex, Stormtech  Bivy Sacks, Gaiters, Overmitts 
e Sunbrella, Marine Canvases ° Super Light Tarp Tents 
e All Weights of Coated Nylon ° Packs, Bags, Rucksacks, Duffels 
e Plastic & Metal Hardware ¢ Hats, Socks, Gloves, Parkas 
e Velcro®, Zippers & Webbing ° Snowboarding, Skiing, Hiking 
e Neoprene & Kayaking Fabric ¢ Horse Blankets, Fly Masks 
e Technical Fleece Fabrics e Riding Breeches, Dusters 
e Wicking Fabrics & more e Cycling gear & much more 
Check out our Products, Colors & Specials with 
Secure Online Ordering @ 


www.seattlefabrics.com 


88 page catalog available for $3.00 (refundable) 
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an interactive 
creative experience! 


april 25-27 2008 


international centre, toronto 
free industry expert seminars & activities 


october 17-19 2008 


metro toronto convention centre 
100s of conference classes start oct 15th 


creativicestival 


sew . knit . bead . stitch . quilt . scrapbook + more 


1.800.291.2030 . creativfestival.ca 
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www.electricquilt.com 
sales @ electricquilt.com 
1-800-356-4219 
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Supplies, Books and Patterns for.. 


Keep your Threads back issues 
looking brand new. 





Store your treasured copies of Threads in 
slipcases for easy reference again and again! 
Bound in dark green and embossed in 
gold, each case holds more than a year’s 
worth of Threads. Only $8.95 ($24.95 for 3, 


$49.95 for 6). 
Add $1.50 per case for P&H. Outside the U.S., add $3.50 each 
(U.S. funds only). CT residents add 6% sales tax. 





To place an order using your credit card, 
call 1-800-888-8286 or send your 
order and payment to: Taunton Direct, Inc., 
P.O. Box 5507, Newtown, CT 06470-5507 
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The Couture Group 


Sacramento, California 


Last summer, the Sacramento ASG Chapter started a neighborhood 


couture sewing group, and after learning the basic techniques used 


in couture-garment sewing, the group undertook a skirt project. 


Here are the couture skirts of four of the participants: 


Gertrude Leven 
created a lovely version 
of LaFred’s Iris skirt made 
in a cream-colored silk 
herringbone-weave 
fabric. The skirt is 
underlined in hand- 
woven cotton from 
Cochin, India, and lined 


in silk charmeuse. 
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Kristina Schenck 
is wearing 

a 7-piece, 
princess- 
seam design 
created from Vogue 
2887. The fabric is 
100-percent cotton 
corduroy, underlined 
with cotton batiste, 
and lined with silk 
charmeuse. It fea- 
tures a center-back, IF | 
hand-picked zipper, “2 
petersham waist- 

band treatment, 


and back slit. g > va 








reader s closet 























Sandy Burlando 
made a blouse to 
match her electric 
blue skirt (Vogue 
2887). The fashion 
fabric is handkerchief 
linen, underlined in 
silk organza and lined 
with china silk. The 
short-sleeved blouse 
features a clipped hem 
at the princess seams 
and black-and-blue 
linen-covered buttons. 


Deborah Borzelleri 
made her flounced skirt 
(Vogue 7832) ina rich, 





chocolate brown silk with 
a cord weave. 

f S L The skirt is also 
m #æ, underlined 
fate with cotton 
hiv) batiste, 
ji i È lined in silk 
: charmeuse, | __ 
and has a 
hand-picked 
zipper. A pe- 





tersham waist 
treatment com- 
pletes the skirt. 
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EMBROIDERY ESSENTIALS 


New on the 
Embroidery 






Scene 





Take a look at the latest machines 


very summer, the anticipation of new and ex- 
citing sewing and embroidery machines starts 
a buzz in the industry. Then we wait for the 


machines to appear in the stores. Here's a sneak 


preview of some of this year’s embroidery offerings. 


Husqvarna Viking Designer 





SE Limited Edition 
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PFAFF’S CREATIVE VISION 
Pfaff launched Creative Vision, 
the first in a series of combination 
sewing and embroidery ma- 
chines. The large embroidery field 
(up to 360x350mm) and a long 
free arm with 250mm of space to 
the right of the needle expands 
the sewing surface. 

A custom, adjustable LED light- 
ing system lights the sewing space 
without shadows. The Pfaff HD 


color touchscreen offers three- 

dimensional views of designs. 
An intuitive navigation menu 

guides complex embroidery 


designs with the touch of a stylus. 


The USB embroidery stick and 
USB port provides easy access 
and information transfer be- 
tween your computer or the 
Internet and your machine. 


Read about more advanced 
features at Pfaff-com. 







HUSOVARNA VIKING 

DESIGNER SE LIMITED EDITION 

Husqvarna Viking released a new Designer 

SE Limited Edition combination sewing 

and embroidery machine with the promise of 
, convenience, innovation, and capability. This 
machine makes extensive, colorful embroider- 
ies easier to stitch out because its Automatic 
| Jump Stitch Trim feature automatically trims 

jump-stitch threads while embroidering. The 


machine enables you to locate an exact stitch 


number in a design, offers faster embroidery 


speed, and lets you know how long it will take 


to stitch out a color in the design. Every change 
you make appears in 3-D on the interactive 


(146x109mm) color VGA touchscreen. Learn 


more at HusqvarnaViking.com. 


Photos: (p. 76, top) courtesy of Pfaff; (p. 76, bottom) courtesy of Husqvarna Viking; (p. 77, top) courtesy of Duetta; (p. 77, bottom) courtesy of Bernina of America 






Duetta 4500D 


DUETTA 4500D 

Brother International introduced the 
Duetta 4500D for the consumer who 
wants to embroider, sew, and quilt on 
a single machine. 

New features include the Back-to- 
Beginning key, a pivoting function, the 
Automatic Height Adjuster (which ad- 
justs tensions for sewing over varying 
fabric thicknesses), and an extra-large 
quilting table. Duetta offers Automat- 
ic Border Color Sorting in which the 


BERNINA UNVEILS A LINE OF 


75TH ANNIVERSARY EDITION MACHINES 
Bernina of America released a commemorative collection of 
limited-edition sewing machines as a special promotion for its 


75th anniversary. 


The new machines feature commemorative design 
enhancements and attractive gift-with-purchase 
accessory packages. The top-of-the-line Artista 730E 
Anniversary Edition features a custom- 
designed, Swarovski crystal-studded 75th 


anniversary medallion on the front of 


the machine. Plus, a gift-with- 5 


purchase package that includes: =. 


500 embroidery designs and 
more. Visit BerninaUSA.com. 


Artista 730E Anniversary Edition 
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machine automatically reorders color 


blocks in a border to allow continu- 
ous sewing without your having to 
repeatedly change the upper thread. 
It also offers nearly 12x7 inches of 
embroidery area. 

The USB mouse can select functions, 
manipulate designs onscreen, and 
position embroidery designs where you 
want them. Learn more at Brother.com. 














4 


GOT EMBROIDERY? 


SVP Worldwide gives sewers 
access to 17,000 embroidery 
designs online. You can 
download just one or an entire 
collection of professional 
designs from Singer, Husqvarna 
Viking, Pfaff, Cactus Punch, 
and Inspira—or designs from 
international designers, 
licensees, digitizers, and sewing 
celebrities. Search the entire 
collection, or filter your search 
according to price, design type, 
size or brand. 

Designs are available for 
all sewing machine brands 
and can be downloaded to 
your computer, USB stick, 


CD, or even directly to your 


sewing machine. Stop by 
MyEmbroideries.com for a 
design tour. 
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t my design studio, we have 

drawers and drawers of fabric 

scraps left over from the garments 
I make for my clients. One day, I decided 
to recycle some of those luscious fabrics 
by making a soft mini purse. I started 
playing around with a few fabric squares, 
and the result was an adorable—and 


Turn scraps of fabric into pretty accessories 


| 


that hold the essentials 


reversible—mini purse that can be cut 
and sewn in less than an hour. 


MADE FOR TRAVELING LIGHT 

Since that afternoon, I've made dozens 
of these little gems for myself. Never 
one to carry a humongous carryall, I 
love to travel light. A mini purse is the 


= 


perfect size for basic necessities: credit 
cards, cash, keys ... you can even throw 
in lipstick and a small bottle of perfume 
with room to spare. To close the bag, 
simply wrap the long cord around the 
purse, and tie it for security. You could 
also add a matching strap so you can 
sling the bag over your shoulder. 


continued on page 80 





Cut out a perfect square 


Start with a 7/4-inch-square paper pattern. Add %-inch seam allowances all around. 
Cut one square from your fashion fabric; then cut another from a coordinating lining. 


Seam 


ra allowance 


e a ee gg a TIP: Enlarge or reduce 
the size of the square 
as desired. 





7⁄4 inches 


Fold lines 







7% inches 











1. ADD A TIE TO 


Sew it together sop 


If necessary, stabilize the fabric and lining with fusible interfacing in a weight Cut a 20-inch-long 

that’s appropriate for the fabric. Fuse it to the wrong side of each square before agra: E E 

you proceed to the following steps. corner of one square 
with the tie’s cut edge 


along the squares 
raw edge. 










2. SEW THE FABRIC 
AND LINING TOGETHER 


Layer the squares right 
sides together with the 
cord between. Stitch all 
around, catching the 

cord end and leaving a f ie 4; 
2-inch opening on one side§ ates ce 






4. FOLD IN 
THE CORNERS 
PRET TA fet O Fold the corners 
3. TURN AND PRESS i ids fy iif f Fi & P ai 1, toward the center of 
ide Me Pages ee oO the square along the 
Ei fold lines marked 
above. Hand-sew the 
edges together. 


Turn the sewn square 
right-side out through 
the opening, and 
press flat. Slipstitch 
the opening closed. 


Photos: (p. 74) Jack Deutsch, stylist: Jessica Saal; all others, Scott Phillips. Illustrations: Katharina Riehle. 
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QUICK TO MAKE 


continued 


If you want your custom purse to 
accommodate a few more items, just 
enlarge the pattern. 


VIRTUALLY ANY FABRIC WILL DO 

Not long after I started making these 
mini purses for myself, my clients started 
requesting them. Now, I usually whip one 
up to go with every evening ensemble 
that walks out the door. The purses are 
gorgeous in velvet, satin, and silk dupioni, 
and I love to add unusual linings, as 
shown at right. For a more casual look, 
try linen, cotton batiks, denim, or wool 
suitings. The only fabrics I avoid are very 
lightweight fabrics, sheers, and knits. 


MIX IT UP 

Have fun with your designs. In fact, give 
the mini purse double duty. For dressy 
events, use it as a an evening bag. By day, 
use it as a wallet, and slip it into a larger 
carryall or briefcase. The mini purse is 
reversible, so pair leather or suede with 
silk or satin linings, as shown at right. It 
truly is twice the fun. 


Paddye Mann R.C.A. (PaddyeMann.com) is 
a clothing designer in Pakenham, Ontario. 


MAKE IT A PORTFOLIO 


It’s only a small leap from a mini purse to a larger portfolio 


that’s perfect for storing important documents, résumés, 


photos, sketches, or sewing patterns. 


Enlarge the pattern 


Enlarge the pattern (on p. 79) to a 14-inch square plus 


seam allowances, and make the corner tie 35 inches long. 


Make it extra-sturdy 


Stabilize the fashion fabric and the lining with heavier 


interfacing, or add a removable cardboard insert. Then 


construct the bag as described. 
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Customize 


The mini purse can be constructed from all sorts of beautiful fabrics. 
It also offers many design options. Try these details: 






Matching 
bias tube 





Blanket stitch 


Topstitching 






Button closure 
Leather 








www.fabfabricsonline.com 
¢ Couturier Wool and Cashmere ° Boiled Wool 
¢ Novelty Jacquards ° Linens and Blends 
e Cotton/Lycra Twills * Designer Denims 
e Waterproof/Windproof Outerwear ° Anti-Pill Fleece 


e Wickable/Anti-microbial Sports Knits * Power Stretch® 


¢ Cool Max® « Kaffe Fassett * Amy Butler 
e Huge Selection of Quilting Cottons 






FREE SAMPLES 


OF 





www.bamboofabricstore.com 


SO VINTAGE PATTERNS 


Where the selection is greatest! 


From aprons to gowns! 
World Wide Shipping e Credit Cards Welcome 


WWW.SOVINTAGEPATTERNS.COM 





thebluegardenia.com 





Mie: cre for the snootiest fashionistas. 


vay HABERMA 
NIINE r 


FASHION, BRIDAL & DECOR 


SHOP, SWATCH & EN m 
WWW.HABERMANFABRICS.COM 
PH: 248.541.0010 


MANNE-KING 


www.manne-king.com 


Thousands of new items available online. 
Call or email for our new 96-page catalog! 


SPECIAL INTRODUCTORY PRICES! 
Dress Forms from $94.95 
Coat Forms from $94.95 


Easy online ordering & as always 
friendly customer service! 


3855 Elm St. e Denver, CO 80207 


1-800-779-1566 


www.threadsmagazine.com 


EZA oe 


BAMBOO FABRIC 








See ad index on pages 86-87 for reader service numbers. 


Timmel Fabrics in Canada 
Fabrics and patterns for garment sewing 
Mail order to Canada, USA, Europe 
www.timmelfabrics.com 
1-877-825-9048 


800-401-8151 


l 
Sewing machi elot mo 


With Master r Digitizer 


JOHN DEER of 


John Deer's 


W Adorable Ideas 


Nov. 29 - Dec.1, 2007 San Marcos, CA 


To Register: www.sewingmachinesplus.com/martins.php 


my supplies... 


fabric , thread, needles, zippers, sprays 
cutting tools, sewing furniture & more! 


ALWAYS 20% OFF 
ALL ACCESSORIES 
www.mynotions.com 





< Highest Quality Silk, Nylon 
\ & Cotton Threads 
| for Sewing, Beading & Quilting 
THREADS f www.uticathread.com 
Ph: 860 355-8558 


a 


teri if 


Fabrics for the artist in you 
www.materialgirlquilt.com 





Wearable Art Seminar at Sea 
May 24-31, 2008 


Cruise from Seattle to Alaska with 
June Colburn, Rosemary Eichorn, 


e AA Seminars Linda Teufel, Cathie Hoover, 


“> AtSea and Barbara Randle. Personal 


instruction from each teacher! 


www.quiltcruises.com ° Toll-free: (866) 573-6351 








Carru the Memories 





Fabtic Peddlers 


Exquisite Ethnic fabric and more 


African, Australian, Japanese, Malaysian, etc. 


www.fabricpeddlers.biz 
800 670-8938 


In Daytona Beach, FL 


The Sewing Garret 


Heirloom fabrics, laces, notions and classes 
Sewing Machines Sales & Service 
386-767-3545 
www.sewinggarret.com 


785-939-2320 
Pholo Handbag Patterns | 


Many paltern styles and sins: available 
5 your favonbe photo - 
fon a ready-io-sew fabric: pane 


Wanuiceeryie memories.com 


oe | = b eee = : = = pmm m 
2001 LSC Carl) 3 pa OA - Garry a Memory 


LABELSplus+ 


low minimums + in-house design studio 








Renaissance Dyeing Wool 
Corset Making Supplies 
Gold and Silver Real-Metal Threads 
Needlework and Costuming Books 
Scissors, Fancy Tools, Accessories 


Catalog $5.00 (refundable with $30 order) 


alee 


_ 
2. 
a 


Hedgehog as eon 


P.O. Box 45384 Westchester, CA 90045 
(310) 670-6040 © (888) 670-6040 


www.hedgehoghandworks.com 


DESIGNER 
FABRICS 


Cadena 

ARMANI 

Valentino 

Ralph Lauren 
Donna KARAN 
Hugo Boss 

Ellen Tracy 
Ultrasuede 
Heirloom Cottons 
and much more! 


FREE PERSONAL SWATCH SERVICE 
www. FextileFabricStore.com 


2717 FRANKLIN PIKE e NASHVILLE TN ¢ PH: 617-297-7346 
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ACADEMY or FASHION DESIGN 


STUDY AT HOME 
CERTIFICATE OF PATTERN DRAFTING 


WWW AOFDESIGN.COM 


1-877-978-9088  fashiondesignepsasktel.net 


Ù Sew fImazing 


For all your fashion sewing needs 
mail order available 
visit us at www.sew-amazing.com 
1-877-884-7321 


5137 W. 98th St., Bloomington, MN 55437 


CARS Fre -— = presents 
Sew... Santa Fe 


Sewing retreats and workshops led by 
Instructor/Designer/Author 
Fred Bloebaum in a stunning private 
home in beautiful Sante Fe, New Mexico 


= November 4-8, 2007 
= November 11-15, 2007 
" April 20-24, 2008 
= May 18-22, 2008 
For more information please contact 
La Fred at 510-893-6811, 


jfred@lafred.com or visit our website 
at www. lafred.com 


Printed La maar vl abel 
Catalog sent with sa Li les and j order forums 
(<a j: norimenl MET ngiapr ion 
A HAE 


1-800-654-5210 


S terling Jlame 
Tape Co. 


Dept TM3 / RO. Box 939 
Winsted CT 06098 


The Amazing 
FITTING ASSISTANT 


Uses Your body measurements 
bo convert Your 3D body foem 
into 2D master palles 
Your Personal Fit 
Reduces Your Frustration 
Saves Your time å money 
Customize Your wardrobe 
Easy lo use for Your better Fil 
Your Personal Fit-ting Shelis 
fil inside Your pattems like 
Your body fits mlo a garment 


f our 


/ ersonal 


www. yYourpersonallt.cam 
22213-0630 Fax 399-291-9933 


it... 
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www.zipperstop.com 
YKK Zippers 
“Zipping Up America Since 1941” 
Every type of zipper imaginable! 
1.888.947.7872 





a wow.glitzonline.com 
‘= Rhinestones and Trim 
Super Stretch 










Cha from SA ROVE 
We specialize in supplies for 
Stage, Dance, Cheer, 
Pageants 
1000's of other items on website 


fol-42e-9TI6 


com 


vintage patterns aa 


brics p 


Shop the Country's Largest Fabric Store On-line. 


fm baerfabrics.com 


g m ` a ORRAINEI 


WHY PAY MORE??? 


į Visit our Bargain Loft at 
lorrainefabricsonline.com 
*/ POLY/COTTON BROADCLOTH 
QUILTERS’S COTTONS 
MUSLIN ¢ COTTON FLANNEL 
BURLAP ° DRAPERY LINING 
POLYESTER CHIFFON 
AND MUCH, MUCH MORE! 


ai $1.99 yd 


2 Order One or More! CUSTOM-MADE = 


ZIPPERS 


We are America’s #1 source for zippers you 3 
cannot find in a retail store. All zippers made to 
= your specifications, and shipped quickly. Easy 
on-line ordering process—simple to use! 

Order one zipper or a gazen, all custom made. 


ZIPPER( A JSC M IRC Es 

Oe a ny, re T = 
1900 W. aie St., yarns IL 60622 
: Phone: 312-492-7200 @ Fax: 312-243-1600 
moa WWW.zippersource.com TH 
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wwW.{lightsoffancyboutique.com 


800-590-5749 








lucysfabrics.com 


a fabric boutique 






Comtemporory Knit Fobrics for foshion, activewear ond lingerie 
rayon jersey 
matte jersey 

bottom-weight 


fashion trims 
purse-moaking supplies 





er bey 
Pia aa pee Ler green A hareak Saree A 
atel frets BS8-3-44-LUELY of ie lee TA - 


Lucy's Fashion Fabrics & Trims 


Sen eae, Tarm 


dA- 








PILLOWS 

FACTORY DIRECT 

AT WHOLESALE PRICES 
FREE CATALOG! 


Inside NJ: 973-546-4502 x33 
Í N Outside NJ: 800-634-6647 x33 


Drun? 5“ Femihe , | Www.lodidownandfeather.com 


ClothingLabels4U.com 


CUSTOM 
WOVEN 
GARMENT 
LABELS 


AFFORDABLE PRICES! 
FREE SAMPLES! 
DURABLE! 
WON'T FADE 


1-800 469-1301 


Les’ Bon Ribbon 


Offering a wide variety of top quality 
Ribbons, Trims and Buckles 
www.lesbonribbon.com 
Or call Donna at 225-262-1921 


Learn at Home, Using 
Instructional Videos 


= FUNdamentals of Sewing, Furniture 

Pas] & Automobile Upholstery, Window 
=" Treatments, Slipcovers & More 
www .how-to-videos.info 





9 BUTTONDRAWER.CC ay Delta Sewing Furniture 
ue 2 buttons, clasps & thimbles S : a E | Quality Value Style 
; { E-mail or ese Jor & 

Sad about not finding | our new catalog! = |__| | 
gorgeous fabric at great | 720-434-1020 7 
prices? Call, email, or 
visit our web site. 


Apple Annie Fabrics | iA) oi UNIQUE 
566 Wilbur Av., (Rt. 103) Be À one P ATTE RN S 


Swansea, MA 02777 ena a i < ff 
508/678-5187 1 + 
/ l rí be, Pa FMS WITH 


anne@appleanniefabrics.com 


www.appleanniefabrics.com 7 | i | : 4 | d TIMELESS STYLE 


10 ft WIDE Fabrics & <x L For catalog information, 
G rommets/“D rape ries . email name/address to 


: #150 — Hungarian Szur mail@folkwear.com 
For Washable Seamless Draperies, į 


or visit www.folkwear.com 
Slipcovers, Tablecloths, & more! AL IR 
$2 Planning Kit with Samples: Y | 


www.HomespunFabrics.com (M wail ‘ VA : Natural Dyes and Natural Fibers 


i hamp i Mir 
$ etal 









| Your varte for sewing cabinets with the looks: of fine fumier 


Please visit www.deltasewing.com 






PM Organics 


Textiles You Feel 


Good About! 


Certified Organic 
Cotton Fabrics and Notions 
www.pmorganics.com 





Cian Died Aang OO Ce = Finished Quilts - Excellent Christmas 


poosi w Signature Jacquard Fabric, & Special Occasion Gifts 
ae Ribbons, Labels, Tags, in Twin, Full & Queen Sizes - 
gm Patches cHe min oiro fun, wonderful decoration or 


r, ] F ei aae 70) inti just to have, cozy and warm Alir 
AS Tho kos To Order & View Go To: Ci 
www.wildersquilts.com 


D Kyoto Kimono 


fll Fabric by the bundle, bolt & bale 
Sewing Classes Knit Patterns for the Hard To Fit 


WWW. kyotokimono. com 
Sewphisticated Knit Fabrics EMMA SEABROOKE 
Contact Emma for a 305-664-3319 (607) 765-3960 


Free Info Packet! sewkeyse@bellsouth.net 





WORLD OF 


Fabrics Unlimited OUrda B08 


for All Your Sewing Needs 
Toll Free 1-800-827-9389 
www .fabricsunlimited.net 


Monthly magazine. 50 to 60 patterns in each issue. 

Each pattern in five sizes. SHOP LIKE A PROFESSIONAL! 

Send $18 for 3 issue trial subscription to GLP We carry thousands of hard to find 
INTERNATIONAL, POB 9868, Englewood, NJ 07631-6868, wardrobe care supplies. 


call 201/871-1010, e-mail: info@glpnews.com MANHATTAN WARDROBE SUPPLY 
Visit us at: www.glpnews.com/Crafts.html TOLL FREE: 888-401-7400 


Contact us at: info@wardrobesupplies.com 











MY TW l ® dressforms & 
pantsforms 
Achieve the perfect fit with a form that duplicates 
your body and posture, is sturdy & pinnable 


Check out our new full-service website: 
http://wardrobesupplies.com 


DARR, Ine. 


Sewing Motions that Work 


Custom-Made or Make-Your-Own 
Kits & Videos * Seminars & Workshops 


www.mytwindressforms.com ¢ 1-866- AMYTWIN 


DARK sailed Hinder 


Wind any thread or vam 





readPRO” 


onio spools using vur 


sowing machine bobbin winder, 





Finest Belgian Linen 


| si i oe sags MWER I anura Fa 
www. FriendsFabricArt.com DARR Piping Magic £ For Home and Church 
Your On-Line Shop for Creative Inspiration Rotary cut piping seam allowances Widths to 120” 
PF ae DARR. Ine. See our product line at: 


Art Fabric Starters, 
Stef Francis, Stewart Gill, 
Textile Art Books, & More! | https www darrsewn ations con 


= Em wE 


bd (7451) 661-5191 » Fax (241) 65-0072 


www.threadpro.com 
903-887-2422 





oar Se Whol ees Conn 
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MARKETPLACE 


gayfeather 


Fine & interesting fabrics, patterns, sewing supplies. 
Madison, Wisconsin 
608 294-7436 www.gayfeatherfabrics.com 


KAI SCISSORS 


Professional Series 
Free Shipping 


www.kaiscissors.com ° 1-800-481-4943 


PAREL E i 


Hundreds of Ready Made 
fron-0n Metal and 
Tiss: Fa rovski* Crystal Transfers 
“aptly è Crystal Zippers 
* Knit Sew-In Collars 


| 1365, Juniper + Escondido, CA 92025 


1.888.999.0408 


60 page catalog ~*3.50 + wew.suessparklers.com 


a 
COUNTRY” 


Modern, casual style 


$19.95 


+ 3.00 s&h 
FL add 6 1/2 % 
Visa/MC/check 


CUTTING CORNERS the 
1667 Barcelona Way 
Winter Park, FL 32789 
1-877-734-5818 ° www.cuttinglinedesigns.com 


CUTTING 
line 


designs. 
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A sewing and design reference guide for knits. 
Generously sized with over 60 pages 
for the novice to the experienced sewer. 
Check the website for pricing information. 


p: 248.547.1080 f: 248.543.4037 


W: www.cjpatterns.com Check the website 


for our complete 


e: christine@cjpatterns.com fiuent patterns and abres 


Over 450 Colors of Threads 
WHOLESALE PRICES NO MINIMUM OTY 
THREADS NEEDLES ELASTICS 


ZIPPERS SHEARS HANGERS 
EMBROIDERY SEWING SUPPLIES 





lel Time Boyer 545 OFT Coen Coke = zoal E 


[LTAT Pos (2a TIF Email 


Daily News 
Bag 


Multiple 
Wearable Styles 


www.sewingworkshop.com 


5 weights in as many 
as 171 colors 


Color Card & 


P Thread Sampler Available 
p 


Things Japanese ©% www.silkthings.com 
thesilkexperience@silkthings.com 
425-821-2287 











Knit on, Italy J June: Fe. 


Quilted Landscapes, Ju 
Knitted Sot iv 


+ Alterations for Professionals 


e Specialty Alterations: Bridal/Formalwear 
Linda Stewart, Instructor 
Class: Asheville, NC 
April 29 - May 3, 2008 
This popular class fills fast, register early. 
Book on CD Available Now! 
“Alterations for Professionals” 
The essential education program. 
Full color photos and 
easy to follow instructions. 
Phone: 276-669-3299 
LStewartCouture @bvunet.net 
www.LindaStewartCoutureDesigns.com 





CLASSIFIED 


BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES 


$400 WEEKLY ASSEMBLING beaded jewelry/prod- 
ucts from home. Rush SASE: Home Assembly--TH, 
Box 216, New Britain, CT 06050-0216. 


FABRICS 


FIELD'S FABRICS ONLINE-Fleece, cottons, Ul- 
trasuede’, specialty fabrics of all types! Plus more 
coming! www.fieldsfabrics.com 


LYCRAS*NOTIONS*LACES*PATTERNS* 

Fabrics and patterns for swimsuits, lingerie, skat- 
ing, drill team and dance costumes. A fantastic 
selection of lycras, powernets, glistenets, tricots, 
lingerie laces, notions, underwires, bra cups, etc. 
Quantity discounts available. Catalog--$5.00. Sam- 
ple Sets available. FABRIC DEPOT, P.O. Box 411, 
Garwood, TX 77442-0411. Phone or Fax 

(979) 758-3100. www.FabricDepotCo.com 


MISCELLANEOUS 


SAGE WEAVING, LLC is an independent contrac- 
tor offering custom handweaving services for fabric 
and garment designers just like you! Let us weave 
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Indelible 
lessons 


he sewing lessons I learned as a child remain with 








me as an adult. In fact, I use them frequently in my 
custom clothing business, but years of experience 
have also taught me a few things. 


Childhood lesson: People make great live mannequins. 
When I was 12, I redesigned the bodice of a wedding 
gown and made a test garment, but the bride wasn't 
available for fitting. Ever the problem-solver, I shouted, 
“Daddy, come here; let me measure you. As I pinned 
the bodice on him, he took a phone call from an em- 
ployee. I bet she was surprised to hear: “I can't come 
right now; I'm being fitted for a wedding gown.’ 

Adult wisdom: Mannequins are not live people. 

I brought a store dummy home to dress, and my son 
asked me what it was called. “It’s a mannequin, honey, 
I told him. The next day, we ran into a friend of mine at 
the grocery store, and my son announced, “Daddy is out 
of town, and Mommy brought a MAN home!” 


Childhood lesson: Underwear is important. 

When I was 14, I agreed to alter a pair of slacks for a 
lady who didn't wear undergarments to her first fitting. 
We had to scramble to come up with a solution to make 
both of us comfortable at that fitting session! 


fhe sewing lessons | learned 
as a child remain with me 
as an adult 99 


Adult wisdom: But not just any underwear. 

I fitted a bridesmaid who changed bras three times—from 
unlined to padded and back again. Now, I don't fit formal 
wear unless the proper bra is worn consistently at fittings. 
I've stood firm even while a mother of the bride and a 
bridesmaid (her daughter) bickered over why a sports bra 
isnt appropriate for a formal gown. 


Childhood lesson: Know your nursery rhymes. 
At age 17, I made a replica of an American Revolution 
uniform for our “town father” to wear in our Bicentennial 





Parade. I took copious measurements and nearly redrafted a 
commercial pattern to fit. At first, I questioned my measure- 
ments, but then I visualized the man’s physique: He looked 
like Humpty Dumpty, so the measurements made sense. I 
altered the pattern with renewed confidence that it would 
fit—and it did. 

Adult wisdom: Know your celebrities, too. 

I've seen Mae West, Twiggy, and Queen Latifah in my 
clients figures, and they ve reminded me to visualize and 
sew not to the ideal physique but to the unique physique. 
Their measurements then “make sense, and their custom- 
fitted garments will make them feel like stars. 


Childhood lesson: Think outside the tissue. 

Mom created patterns for slipcovers by shaping aluminum 
foil to the chair. Grandmother Marie used newspapers to 
copy retail designs. I used brown paper bags to make pat- 
terns for my Barbies. Use whatever works. 

Adult wisdom: But don't use permanent marker. 

I used a paper napkin to design a bodice for my daughter's 
prom dress. I positioned it on her torso and drew the décol- 
letage and dart locations onto it with a permanent-ink felt- 
tipped marker. I got a good pattern, but my daughter got 

a pattern “tattooed” onto her skin. I’m still learning. 


Jayne S. Wynters sews in Bloomsburg, Pennsylvania. 


DOES THIS STORY REMIND YOU OF A SIMILAR EXPERIENCE? Email your story to TH@taunton.com and you could be our next Closures author. 
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Now you can get 40 beautiful colors 
of Glamour Metallic in our fabulous 
Incredible Threadable — its a thread 
box and a thread rack in one. 


Each spool is neatly organized by color 
family and stored in its individual 

thread pocket. Each pocket is identified 
with the thread color, number and name 
so spools can be easily removed, replaced 
and refilled, 
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eminiscent of the feathers in a swan’s outstretched wing, 

at first glance, this fool-the-eye gown looks like a double 

column of pleats that fans at the waist and hem; however, 
the pleat-like pattern is something else. The gown is a two-tier, 
cream-colored chiffon tube with vertical tucks sewn to the inside 
around the entire circumference. At the hem, folded taffeta fins 
(13% inches long and 2% inches wide at the base) are secured inside 
the tucks and finished with a fine overcast lower edge. The neckline is 
faced with the same taffeta. This masterful creation’s exact provenance 
is unknown, but it is thought to be a Jean Patou (1800-1936) design. 


Garment—The Collection, Western Costume Company 
Photo Greg Rothschild 
Text by Judith Neukam 















Embroider 
on anything 


It’s soft. You can even embroider sheer 
fabrics such as organza and netting with 
soft, drapable stitch-outs. Just choose 
embroidery designs that arent too 

dense. Stabilize your fabric with the 

new dissolvables that rinse out of your 
fabric and from behind the stitched 
embroidery. Discover the new family 

of embroidery threads with various 
light-reflecting properties—some even 
change color in sunlight. They come in 
assorted weights and textures, and the 
results are soft and drapable. 





Go retro 


It’s modern. Vintage linens and 
handwork are back. But nowadays, you can 
embroider family heirlooms by machine. 
Dig out Grandma’s linens for inspiration. 
Vary the threads to achieve a wide variety 
of hand-embroidered effects by machine. 
A heavyweight cotton thread stitched this 
floral design digitized from the beautiful, 
hand-crewel original. 


































Make 
projects in 
the hoop 


It’s easy. Much like a cake from a 
box, this dress came from the hoop. 

You can stitch digitized projects in 
steps. In addition to the embroidered 
motifs, often, the pattern itself is right 
in the stitching, so sewing it together is 
just a step in the embroidery. And this 
technique is available for projects that 
range from evening bags to teddy bears. 


Send 


your own 
message 


1| It’s personal. you expect to 


see embroidered monograms on 
towels and linens, but try a new way 
to personalize your stationery. For the 
best results, use a small needle anda 
lightweight fusible stabilizer backing 
to support the paper. Choose a satin 
stitch letter from your collection 

of shiny, smooth embroidery 
alphabets. Embroider holiday cards 
with wonderful designs embroidery 
software companies have created 

for paper. 





Photos: Sloan Howard 
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| Things you dont 
know about 


te MACHINE 
y a EMBROIDER 


Take a look at the most 
fashionable trends in 
machine embroidery, 


and youll just love 
what you see 
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Copy 


a et styles 


os : It's hot. New machines and 
Tio, ale software make it easy to re-create 

) retegalansegee® designer looks. You can download 
ready-to-stitch designs, mimic 
designs, or create your own using 
embroidery software. The Asian motifs 
on this leather dress were digitized to 
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duplicate the original runway piece. 
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TWO OF IHE HOTTEST 
NEW MODELS TO 
EVER All THE RUNWAY 


Introducing the Project Runway Limited Edition Innov-is 40 and Innov-is 80. 
Affordable, Feature Packed and Set to Inspire the Fashion Designer in You! 





* Innov-ís 40 


WANT TO SEW LIKE A FASHION DESIGNER? 

Now you can. Brother, the official sewing and 
embroidery licensee of Project Runway, introduces 
a limited edition series of Project Runway sewing 
machines. Starting at around $300, the fully 
computerized Innov-ís 40 sewing machine features 
40 built-in stitches, an automatic needle threading 
system, free-motion stitching and an LCD. Or step up 
the runway to the Innov-is 80, with 80 built-in stitches 
and the same great features of the Innov-is 40, plus 
more. Use the alphanumeric characters in the 
Innov-ís 80 for monogramming, or combine up to 
35 stitches into patterns and create mirror images 
of stitches. Brother sewing machines have always 
made sense. Now they make fashion sense, too. 


STARTING AT AROUND $300.* 
Stop by your local Authorized Brother Innov-ís 


* Innov-ís 80 dealer today. 
RUINNWAN orother 
si projectrunway.com 
READER SERVICE NO. 128 For more information, call 1-800-4-A-BROTHER or visit us at www.brother.com. 


*Prices set by dealers may vary. ©2007 Brother International Corporation. All rights reserved. Brother Industries Ltd., Nagoya, Japan. 



























Stitch on metal 


Stitch on unusual surfaces 

such as tin or copper sheets. Make your local home- 
improvement store your newest fabric source. All it takes 
is a simple embroidery motif and a large needle. To make 
little ornaments, embroider on sheets of metal. Just 
choose an open redwork or quilting design and a size 18 
needle. You don’t need any thread! Then stitch up 

a metal lamp shade or votive candle holder. 





Set it up, 
and walk 
away 


Many appliqué embroidery 
designs on the market today do the hard 
work for you. If you've avoided appliqué 
because you can't get perfect corners and 
curves, try it in the hoop. Instead of sitting 
at the sewing machine, simply choose your 
fabrics, trim when prompted, and watch as 
the machine embroiders the appliqué for 
you. Now you're ready to make that appliqué 
quilt you've been eyeing. 


Tig 


Do it All. Do it Bet 


voll DREA 
WE BUILT IT. 


INSPIRING QUILTING/SEWING FEATURES 


° Extra-Large Quilting Extension Table 
Room to stretch out, which means better 
control and hassle-free sewing. 


e Automatic Push-Button Threading 
Touch one button and the thread is 
whisked into the needle’s eye. 

e My Custom Stitch ™ 
Provides the ability to create custom stitches. 

e Automatic Thread Cutting 
One press of the button and upper and lower 
threads are trimmed. 


e Pivoting Function 
Achieve perfect points and crisp corners as 
you rotate fabric to change sewing direction. 


BRILLIANT EMBROIDERY FEATURES 


e Automatic Border Color Sorting 
Automatically reorders color blocks to 
allow for continuous embroidery without 
repeatedly changing the upper thread. 


e Large Embroidery Field 
Generous embroidery area—nearly 
12” x 7"—means more creative satisfaction 
with less effort. 


e Embroidery Drag & Drop 
Use the mouse to move embroidery designs 
where you want them—with ease and accuracy. 
e Exceptional Lettering Functions 
Easily edit and customize embroidery 
lettering (size, spacing, array). 
e Embroidery Designs 
134 built-in designs based on 
Disney characters. 


POWERFUL TECHNOLOGY 


¢ Automatic Height Adjuster™ 
(AHA) Feature 
Adjusts to achieve perfectly formed stitches 
on varying fabric thicknesses. 

e Dual USB Ports 
Connect to a computer and download 
designs. Use memory sticks to load and 
save designs. 

e USB Mouse 
Use the included USB mouse to select functions 
and manipulate designs on screen. 


SPOIL YOURSELF TODAY! 


At your side. 


1.800.4.A.BROTHER 
www. brother.com 
©2007 Disney/Pixar 





Brother International Corporation 
Introduces 


Duetta™ 4500D 


The “Do it All” Machine for 
sewing, Embroidery and Quilting 





“Do it All. Do it Better.” That’s a tall order for a computerized 
sewing/embroidery/quilting machine, but early response to Brother 
International Corporation’s new Duetta™ 4500D indicates the phrase 
is more than just advertising poetry. Designers of Brother's new 
machine listened to customers’ suggestions and responded by 
incorporating more than 60 new and popular features with leading 
technology to make the Duetta 4500D a machine that sewing 
enthusiasts, embroiderers and quilters could only dream about... until 
now. Brother has and continues to expand its full line of sewing and 
embroidery products with the introduction of the Duetta 4500D, 
targeted at the discriminating consumer who desires the best in class 
for features, reliability and support. 


The Dueta 4500D continues Brothers commitment to innovation by 
Offering the following: Rich, built-in designs and decorative stitches, 
dual USB ports, a custom-stitch design tool and automatic push-button 
threading. Plus, exciting new features like the back-to-beginning Key, 
pivoting function, Automatic Height Adjuster™ (AHA) feature, extra- 
large quilting table and a USB mouse. The Duetta 4500D was 
designed, developed and engineered in Japan by sewing fanatics. 


Further enhance the capabilities of the Duetta 4500D with the optional 
Premium Upgrade Package for embroidery. Embroiderers can easily 
turn a simple motif into a beautiful, continuous border with the new 
7-inch by 4-inch border frame, which is ideal for successive stitching 
without rehooping. Enhance embroidery before a single stitch is sewn 
with the basting function, which prevents misalignment of designs. 
Clothing, curtains, quilts and home décor items can be embellished 
with 28 border designs, 150 decorative sewing stitches and appliqué 
creations. Use the customizable USB mouse pointer on the LCD to 
adjust character spacing, separately edit patterns and choose 
between two new small fonts and new Cyrillic fonts, perfect for 
children’s wear or Monogramming. 


For more information on the Duetta 4500D, the optional Premium 
Upgrade Package and Brother's full line of sewing, embroidery and 
quilting machines, visit www.brother.com. 
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The Duetta 4500D is the sewing, embroidery and quilting machine you’ve always dreamed about. 
Rich, built-in designs and decorative stitches, dual USB ports, a custom-stitch design tool and automatic 
push-button threading. Plus, exciting new features like the back-to-beginning key, pivoting function, 
Automatic Height Adjuster" (AHA) feature and an extra-large quilting extension table. The Duetta 4500D 
is designed, engineered and developed by sewing fanatics...just like you. Expect to be spoiled. 


At your side. 






® 
Do it All. Do it Better. 


For more information, call 1.800.4.A.BROTHER or visit www. brother.com 


©2007 Brother International Corporation. All rights reserved. Brother Industries Ltd., Nagoya, Japan. ©2007 Disney/Pixar. 
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comfortable, luxury car that can take you anywhere. 
Software packages team your embroidery with your 
computer and tell your embroidery machine what you 
want it to do. Make your photos, design sketches, and other 
images digital. Then import the images into an embroidery 
software program, so you become the designer. Create 
embroidery motifs that stitch out perfectly on the fabric 
you choose. Software can adjust the size and density of 
existing embroidery designs, so from sketch to finished 
project, you can customize the entire process. 











Don't limit 
your hoop size 


The sky's the limit if you want 
to make a big statement. Create large-scale designs by 
combining lots of smaller designs, or work in a continuous 
border. Many software programs allow you to plan multi- 
hoop designs on the computer and then print life-size 
templates for placement. You can let your creative spirit 
fly; print individual templates for the embroidery motifs 
you're using, and design with them as you go. Keep 
adding embroidery motifs until you’re happy with the 
results. Pull a simple jacket or skirt out of your closet, 
and turn it into a work of art. 





Even the most avid garment sewer has is trying something new. With today’s 
days when they would love to create embroidery technology, you can complete 
something without dragging out yards projects quickly. Whether you're a 

of fabric and starting from scratch. fashionista, home décor diva, quilter 
Satisfy that urge by reaching into your extraordinaire—or you just love making 
closet and reinventing a garment on gifts—machine embroidery can help you 


your embroidery machine. Half the fun add an extra touch quickly. 





